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I feel a deep interest in the subjects
which have been brought before us this
morning by the Elders who have spoken,
as well as in every discourse that has
been uttered since the commencement of
the Conference, and I hope that the im-
pressions which have been made will be
lasting. In relation to intemperance, we,
all of us, as Latter-day Saints, should ob-
serve the Word of Wisdom; and if we do
not observe it, we lay a foundation to
weaken ourselves. You will see young
persons come to the table in the morn-
ing, and they want some tea, or coffee,
or a cup of good, strong, warm drink. A
habit of this kind has, perhaps, already
been acquired by them, and it is likely
to continue until they become slaves to
it. In a little while it affects the complex-
ion, it weakens the mind and the body
throughout, and lays the foundation for
a weaker generation to follow. Of course
it is no use to talk to men about tobacco.
It takes a man of energy to quit chewing
tobacco, a man who has a mind and inde-
pendence; boys who undertake it seldom
accomplish it, though they are very fool-
ish ever to indulge in the habit.

I feel like exhorting my brethren
and sisters to abstain from every-
thing prohibited in the Word of

Wisdom, and to live in accordance with
its principles as near as our climate
and the productions of our country will
permit. So far as intoxicating drinks
are concerned, it is worse than mad-
ness and folly for men to indulge in
them. There is something comparatively
innocent in tea, coffee or tobacco when
compared with intoxicating drinks. Of
course a man who uses tobacco freely
for years gets an appetite for liquor; he
lays a foundation for an appetite for
liquor, and after a while he craves it
and must have it. He should let to-
bacco alone in the start; but yet to-
bacco does not make a man insane in
a minute. Some of our most promising
business men, who have come to Salt
Lake City at different periods, have car-
ried themselves to untimely graves by
indulging in intoxicating drink. Men
whose voices have been heard in the
Tabernacle, men who have rendered ser-
vice in the offices, and who have been
honored, have died like a dog in a ditch,
or in a most degraded manner, in con-
sequence of indulging in intoxicating
drinks. A man says to another—"Come,
take a drink." "No, I don't wish any."
"Oh, don't be so pious, come and take a
drink with us, don't be a coward;" and so,
for fear of being a coward, he takes the



