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by immersion for the remission of sins.

We all look forward to the time when
the Order of Enoch will be established on
the earth. But in our present condition,
with our feelings of selfishness, lusting
after the things of the world, and craving
after Babylon, we cannot expect that the
Lord would have so little regard for his
people as to require us to live this law,
when it would be likely to prove our con-
demnation. But the servants of God who
stand at the head of this people, with
hearts yearning for their prosperity, with
constant prayers ascending to God, for
the advancement of his kingdom upon
the earth, have seen fit to propose that
we enter into a system of cooperation,
as a step towards establishing this or-
der that we contemplate will exist at no
distant day. What should be our feelings
at hearing of the organization of such a
thing? We should give thanks and praise
to Almighty God that there is a chance—
a door opened—by which we may take
a step towards establishing the Order of
Enoch. It is a step in the right direction,
and if we understood our true interests
we would step forth in that direction, we
would make everything bend to it, we
would center our faith upon it, we would
give our might and our means for the ad-
vancement of this institution called the
Cooperative Institution. It should be as
the apple of our eye. The support of
this cooperative system is just as much
a commandment of God, as I said be-
fore, as the doctrine of baptism for the
remission of sins. What makes it so? Be-
cause it has been revealed to us as such
by the living oracles. And what do we
care for the printed word, as compared
with the living oracles? Is it not of more

importance to you and me to know what
we should do today? Most assuredly. We
live in the present, we live today, and if
we live right today, we are ready for to-
morrow. It is of the utmost importance
that we should know how to regulate our
conduct today, because we are not only
living ourselves today, but we have our
families to train, instruct and educate,
that they, in turn, in their day, may be
enabled to carry out the mind and will
of God. If we understood our true inter-
ests as a people we would know that we
had not a single individual interest out-
side the kingdom of God. If this fact is
not apparent to our minds it is because
we are more or less in the dark. What
do we seem to possess here? I say seem
to possess advisedly, because we have no
control in and of ourselves. Who can
guarantee himself one hour of existence?
Who is assured of it? Even the very abil-
ity we have to gather around us the nec-
essaries and comforts of life comes from
God. Who of us has an inheritance? As
President Smith remarked, not a soul of
us on the earth has received an inheri-
tance that we can call our own; and when
we as a people have an opportunity given
to us to unite our faith and energies in
any one given direction, we should hail it
as one of the greatest blessings that can
be bestowed upon us.

It is in that light I look upon the Per-
petual Emigrating Fund for the gath-
ering of the poor—it is a Godsend to
us because we are permitted to con-
centrate our faith and energies and
means in one direction to accomplish
a great and a good work. It is in
that light I rejoice in the establishment
of the Cooperative Institution, because,
we are privileged to unite our energies
and faith as a people in one direction,


