
216 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

&c., but I mean those genuine, real man-
ifestations, as recorded in the Bible. To
one is given, says Paul to the Corinthi-
ans, the word of Wisdom by the Spirit, to
another is given the word of Knowledge
by the Spirit, to another is given the dis-
cerning of spirits by the same Spirit; to
another is given the working of miracles,
to another is given the gift of prophecy, to
another is given the healing of the sick,
speaking with tongues, the interpreta-
tion of tongues, &c. All these come by
the selfsame Spirit, being given to ev-
ery man, not to one or two, not merely
to the witnesses, but to every man in the
Church, according as the Spirit will.

Now then, if I receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost, or if my brethren receive it,
I should expect that we would receive the
manifestations of these gifts, one receiv-
ing one gift and another another, accord-
ing to the Bible pattern. If we did not
receive these gifts, then we might doubt
that we had received the Holy Spirit.
We are commanded in the Scriptures to
try the spirits, for there are many spir-
its who are gone abroad into the world
who are false spirits. Try them: by what
rule? Try them by the written word, and
see if we have the gifts as recorded in
the New Testament. If we have them,
we may be assured that the Holy Ghost
has been given to us. For instance, if a
person receives the baptism of fire and
the Holy Ghost, and the heavens are
opened to him he is not mistaken. If the
Lord inspires him to lay hands upon a
sick child or a sick person, and he com-
mands the disease to be removed, he
knows that God is with him, and that
he hearkens to the supplications and
prayers which he offers in the name of
Jesus in behalf of the sick. If a per-
son has the vision of his mind opened to

behold the future and to know that
which will shortly come to pass, and he
sees these things fulfilled, from time to
time, he has every reason to believe that
he has really received the Holy Ghost. So
in regard to speaking in tongues. If an il-
literate, uneducated man, who never un-
derstood any language but his mother
tongue, is inspired at the very moment
to rise and testify in an unknown tongue
and to proclaim the wonderful works of
God, he knows whether his tongue has
been used by a supernatural power, or
whether it is merely gibberish out of
his own heart. He knows it very well
for himself; and so we might continue
throughout all the gifts mentioned in the
Bible. If he beholds angels, and they
descend before him in their glory, and
he hears the sound of their voices, be-
holds the light of their countenances and
the glory that radiates from their person-
ages, he knows for himself, consequently
this constitutes him a witness as well as
those who proclaimed this Gospel before
him.

I will ask the Latter-day Saints—
those now sitting before me through-
out this large audience, how did you
know that Joseph Smith was a Prophet
of God when you dwelt in England and
had never seen the man? How did you
know in Sweden, in Denmark, in Nor-
way, Switzerland, Italy, Australia and in
the various parts of the earth from which
you emigrated? How did you know that
Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God be-
fore you crossed the mighty ocean and
came to this land? You learned this fact
by a knowledge imparted to you by the
gift and power of the Holy Ghost in your
own native countries. There you have
been healed, and have seen the manifes-
tation of the power of God in healing the
sick from time to time. There you have


