
210 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

nesses for him—witnesses of his
existence—so that they can bear testi-
mony to others. It is important and nec-
essary that they should have a knowl-
edge of the things whereof this testi-
mony is given; hence, in some few cases
among the inhabitants of our globe,
there have been men raised up to whom
there has been a knowledge imparted al-
most immediately, and they knew, most
perfectly, concerning the things which
they were to communicate to their fel-
low beings. They were true witnesses,
and on their evidence and testimony the
world have been condemned, and will
be judged in the great judgment day.
For instance, the Lord our God has re-
vealed a system or plan of salvation to
the human family, requiring all men to
repent of their sins, turn away from ev-
erything that is evil, reform their lives,
and to believe in Jesus Christ as the
Savior of the world, who died to atone
for the sins of mankind; to believe in
his Father as the great Supreme Be-
ing, the Creator of all things; to believe
in that which God has ordained, per-
taining to the Gospel, that is intended
for the salvation of mankind, such as
the ordinances of baptism, and confir-
mation by the laying on of hands, and
the administration of the Lord's Supper.
All these are principles and ordinances
which God has revealed to the children
of men, making known to certain indi-
viduals that these are divine, and com-
manding them to go and bear testimony
thereof unto others. Now, when a man
stands up before an audience and says,
with all boldness and with all humil-
ity, that God exists, the question might
arise—"How do you know that he ex-
ists?" In reply, he says to his audience,
"He exists because the Bible speaks of it,
the works of Nature declare that there
must be a Supreme Being, the wisdom

that is manifested in the works of
creation show forth his attributes—his
goodness, his wisdom, and the adapta-
tion of the various principles in nature
to other principles, show that there must
have been an all-wise Designer." "But,"
inquires an individual, of the speaker,
"do you know anything about this be-
ing of whom you say the works of na-
ture declare his attributes, and can you
tell us whether he is a personal being,
or a widely diffused spirit that exists
throughout all nature?" If he cannot bear
any other testimony than this, merely re-
ferring to the Bible or the works of Na-
ture, his hearers can say, "We have the
same evidence ourselves, and your testi-
mony is no better than ours." But if he
stands forth as a servant of the Most
High God, and declares that he knows
God exists, because he has received a
revelation to that effect, God has spoken
to him, and his eyes have been opened
to behold his person and his glory, and
that he has heard his voice, then that
man's testimony is greater than the tes-
timony of those who depend merely upon
what God has said in past ages, writ-
ten in the Bible, and greater than that
which arises from beholding the beauty,
glory, simplicity and wisdom that char-
acterize the works of Nature. Such a tes-
timony, as I have named, where a per-
son can bear testimony to what his eyes
have seen, and to what his ears have
heard, concerning the Almighty, to what
God has revealed to him, will condemn
the world. Persons may pretend to be
God's witnesses, and preach fifty, sixty,
or four score years in the ears of the peo-
ple; but if they have never received this
testimony, their evidence will be of no ef-
fect in the day of judgment. I have heard,
in the course of my life, a great many
Christian ministers of different deno-


