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It is this faith which has brought
the multitude who have followed to this
land, year after year, from then until
the present time. This is the work and
the mission that is upon the Latter-day
Saints. "Come out of Babylon, O my
people, that ye be not partakers of her
sins, that ye receive not of her plagues.
Gather yourselves into the midst of the
mountains, where the Lord will estab-
lish his house and place his name, and
teach you his ways, and where you will
learn to walk in his paths." We are not
called to be of the world, to partake of
the spirit and follow after the fashions
of the world, the lusts of the eye and
the pride of life. We are not called to
set our hearts upon the world and the
things thereof—upon the gold, upon the
silver in the mountains, upon the pre-
cious things that are in the earth, the
cattle upon a thousand hills, nor upon
houses or lands, or aught else that per-
tains to the earth. We are called to set
our hearts upon the living God, who has
called us to be his people, and to wor-
ship him with full purpose of heart. If
he gives us houses and lands, goods and
chattels, gold and silver and the precious
things of the earth, receive them with
thanksgiving, and hallow and sanctify
them and dedicate and consecrate them
to the building up of Zion, the house of
our God, the gathering together of his
Saints, the preaching of his Gospel to the
ends of the earth, and the accomplish-
ment of the great work, whereunto God
has called us in the latter days.

Blessed are all those who remem-
ber the high calling of God where-
unto they are called. Blessed are
those who seek to learn the ways
of the Lord and walk in his paths.

Blessed are those who seek to magnify
the high calling of God which is upon
them as Elders of Israel, to bear wit-
ness of the truth, and exemplify it in
their lives and conduct; who deal justly,
love mercy, walk humbly before their
God, visit the fatherless and the widow
in their affliction, and keep themselves
unspotted from the world. Blessed are
all such of the sons and daughters of
Zion, for they shall prosper and their
children after them. They shall become
saviors upon Mount Zion, and they shall
be found worthy to stand when he ap-
pears, and their names and their gener-
ations after them shall be had in hon-
orable remembrance in the Temples of
the Lord our God. But woe unto the
hypocrites in Zion, and to the proud and
haughty, and those who love the world,
set their hearts upon it, and worship
houses and lands, gold and silver, goods
and chattels and the things of this world!
Woe unto those who refuse to tithe them-
selves and thus to sanctify unto the Lord
this land, which he has given them for
an inheritance! Woe unto those who pol-
lute the land of Zion by their whoredoms,
murders, thefts and working of iniquity,
who refuse to consecrate of their sub-
stance unto the God of the whole earth,
and to render to him the tenth which he
requires as the interest of their steward-
ship!

May the peace of God rest upon the
righteous! May the ignorant come to un-
derstanding! May the foolish learn wis-
dom! May the power of God rest upon
those who have assumed the high call-
ings of ministers and judges in Israel!
May grace abound unto all the Israel of
God, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.


