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in Iron County in January, 1851. For
nine years I attempted to raise peaches
in Parowan, but they were killed to the
ground every year. Now Iron County has
become quite a peach growing country.
I attribute this to the blessings of the
Almighty upon the elements, and from
this cause the cultivation of grain and
fruits has progressed from year to year
in greater altitudes, until now it is suc-
cessful in many localities in the Territory
where it was formerly impossible.

Two years ago I visited the valley of
Bear River. The Bear Lake country had
then been devastated by grasshoppers,
and it presented a scene of utter deso-
lation. The grain and grass crops and
all the produce of the vegetable kingdom
had been destroyed within a few days by
an arrival of grasshoppers. This season
we passed into Bear Lake, going part of
the way by the new road recently con-
structed at a cost of $7,000, by the enter-
prise of Bishop O. J. Liljenquist and the
citizens of Hyrum, by the stream known
as Blacksmith's Fork. We followed up
this road until we attained an altitude
of 5,400 feet above the level of the sea.
Then we struck the old Huntsville road
and went by that to Laketown, at the
head of Bear Lake. This place is proba-
bly as delightfully and romantically sit-
uated as any in the Territory. It is
very near the Territorial line, and con-
tains about sixty families. The waters
of the lake are clear and contain abun-
dance of fish; and the meadows around
the head of the lake and in its vicinity
are very fine. The summits of the moun-
tains are well covered with timber, which
is not very difficult of access. We had
two meetings at that place and found
the people enjoying themselves well.

We then followed along the west
shores of Bear Lake, some thirty miles,
visiting some small places and making a
stop at the fine settlement of St. Charles,
where we also had two meetings. The
purity of the water there; the great al-
titude and the cool climate will, when
more known, render that locality a fa-
vorite place of resort to travelers and
pleasure seekers in the short summer
season. The settlers there raise excel-
lent wheat, rye, barley, oats, and heavy
crops of potatoes and garden vegetables.
They have to watch pretty closely to get
their crops in between the spring and
fall frosts. The country is covered with
a heavy growth of rich grasses. The win-
ters are cold there. The settlement forms
part of Oneida County, Idaho, the sur-
vey of the Territorial line having cut it
off from Utah, in which it was formerly
included.

St. Charles has sixty or seventy fam-
ilies, and wants more settlers. It is wa-
tered by a stream called Big Creek, the
largest affluent of Bear Lake, a very fine
stream, something larger than our Big
Cottonwood, and furnishing abundance
of water to the settlement. The graz-
ing and farming facilities are excellent
there, and the people seemed to be en-
joying themselves exceedingly well, and
had all they could do to take care of the
crops and other temporal comforts with
which they were surrounded.

Bear Lake is about twenty-six miles
long and about ten miles wide. It is, in
a manner, two lakes, the north end of it,
about six miles, being cut off by a kind
of embankment or beach, the two lakes
being connected by a small stream only
a few yards in width. The south part
of the lake is very deep and the water
pure. It has many streams entering into
it, and many springs about it, and is a


