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administer just so far as the law per-
mits us to do. In reality we should
have performed all these ordinances long
ago, if we had been obedient; we should
have had Temples in which we could at-
tend to all these ordinances. Now, the
brethren have the privilege of being bap-
tized for their dead friends—when I say
the brethren, I mean the brethren and
sisters—and these friends can be sealed.

For instance, a man and his wife come
into the Church; he says, "My father and
mother were good people; I would like to
officiate for them." "Well, have you any
other friends in the Church?" "Nobody
but myself and my wife." Well, now, the
wife is not a blood relation, consequently
she is not in reality the proper person,
but she can be appointed the heir if there
are no other relatives—if there are no
sisters, this wife of his can officiate for
the mother; but if the man has a sis-
ter in the Church, it is the privilege and
place of the sister of this man, the daugh-
ter of those parents that are dead, to go
and officiate—be baptized, to go and be
sealed with her brother for her father
and mother. If this man and woman have
a daughter old enough to officiate for her
grandmother, she is a blood relation, and
is the heir, and can act; but if there is
no daughter, the man's wife can be ap-
pointed as the heir.

I want to say a few words with re-
gard to other operations. In the law
that the Lord has revealed he requires
obedience. I do not know of one or-
dinance but what there are laws con-
nected with it, and they cannot be dis-
regarded by the Saints and they be
blessed as though the laws were ob-
served. We are required to believe in God
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; we are required to repent
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of our sins; then we have the privilege of
entering in through the door of baptism
and going into the house of God. There
is another commandment that the Lord
has given—it is that they must have
hands laid on them that they may re-
ceive the Holy Ghost and the gifts and
graces that the Lord has for his children;
but if we are not baptized, we are not en-
titled to the other blessings. If we do not
believe in the first ordinance we cannot
receive the second. If we do not go forth
and be baptized for the remission of sins,
we are not entitled to the Holy Ghost
and its blessings through the law or the
requirements of heaven to the children
of our Father. Now, as to the require-
ments, we will ask, "Do you know the
law? Should you keep the law?" Yes, cer-
tainly you do know by the Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants, which is for us, and
the New and Old Testament; these are
a foundation and contain the first laws
that have been given. We have them
now in our possession. Then the Book of
Mormon contains the same. The Book of
Mormon contains the same plan of sal-
vation that the Lord requires the world
to listen to, and the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants is given for the Latter-
day Saints expressly for their everyday
walk and actions. Now, for instance,
the Latter-day Saints are required to go
to meeting on Sunday. How many are
there that come to these meetings and
repent of their sins, confess their sins
and partake of the Sacrament of our Sav-
ior and testify by these acts that they
are actual believers? Do we keep the
Sabbath, brethren and sisters? Do we
deal justly one with another? Those
things are required of us. Do we walk
humbly before our God? Do we permit



