THE MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD'S POWER, ETC.

Spirit of the Lord is poured out from on
high upon us. It is said in another rev-
elation that "the Spirit of the Lord is
given by the prayer of faith." Faith is re-
quired on the part of the people to ob-
tain all blessings of a spiritual nature.
And in order to have faith it is impor-
tant that we should do the will of God,
otherwise our faith will be very weak in-
deed. He that doeth his master's will,
and has within him the desire to work
righteousness, can approach the Lord in
faith; but if we do not keep his command-
ments, and have not this desire, and do
not do his will, our faith becomes exceed-
ingly small indeed.

It is, in my estimation, very similar to
what we see transpire here on the earth,
between parents and children. When
children become rebellious, and do not
perform the will of their parents, it is
with a very small degree of confidence
that they come before their parents and
seek for any kind of favor or blessing.
They come trembling, doubting. They
know that their conduct has been such
as to prevent them from receiving favors
which they especially desire. Sometimes,
perhaps, the father will grant the peti-
tion of a rebellious son, when he has suf-
ficient confidence to offer up a petition to
his parent. But if that rebellious son has
so far strayed from the parent that he
has no confidence to approach him, and
does not offer up any petition to the par-
ent, it is very doubtful about the parent's
taking into consideration his wants, in
some respects, and bestowing the favors
which he really desires. So it is between
us and our heavenly Father.

Sometimes people, through their
transgressions, through their disobe-
dience, through their rebellion to
the principles that God has revealed,
may have lost their faith to that
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degree that they will not go before their
Father, will not pretend to ask him for a
favor, thinking that their transgressions
are too great, and that the Lord will not
favor them. In this condition it is doubt-
ful indeed if the Lord takes into consider-
ation their peculiar wants, and the espe-
cial blessings which they would be glad
to receive.

How many are the commandments
and instructions which God has given
to this people? We have been blest in
this generation with an abundance of the
manifestations of the spiritual blessings
of the kingdom. Perhaps there never
was a people since the world began that
have had as much information, in so
short a period of time, from their or-
ganization, as what the Church of the
Latter-day Saints have had. When we
take into consideration this one book,
the Book of Mormon, which God has, in
mercy, brought forth, and the informa-
tion that is contained therein, and com-
bine this information with the Jewish
record of the Old and New Testament,
and then in connection with these two
books, the revelations that are contained
in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants;
all the information that is, and that has
been given from time to time in that
book. Then, in addition to these three
books, all the revelations that God has
delivered to us by the mouths of his ser-
vants from time to time, some of which
have been published, others have not
been published, but are still considered
by this people as sacred as the things
that are published. I say when we take
into consideration this flood of light and
intelligence that has burst forth upon
the world, in the period of about forty
years, we may say that we have been
blest so far as light and information are
concerned, far beyond any other people



