THE AUTHORITY TO PREACH, ETC.

our behalf, and there is no power that
can prevail against a people who will
practice the principles which are taught
unto us.

But I will tell you what causes me, as
an individual, to fear—when I see fifty,
a hundred or two hundred persons come
to meeting; when I see men who ought
to be at meeting attending to their du-
ties, going off into the country on ex-
cursions; when I hear of their doing
something that will detain them from
meeting, and see the meetings neglected,
and the idea growing up—"Well, it is
a day of rest, I am tired and weary"'—
as though they could not obtain rest in
coming to the house of the Lord and
serving him on the Lord's day. These
acts, this negligence, causes fear some-
times to come into my heart, and I expect
it has the same effect on our brethren.
I deplored, in my feelings, the suspen-
sion of our forenoon meetings. I think
it is a bad sign. We had a School
of the Prophets here, to which most of
the Elders were invited, and which they
attended. That had to be suspended.
These meetings on the Sunday morn-
ing had to be suspended. What more
will have to be suspended or withdrawn?
I have thought, unless the people of
this city arouse themselves, change their
course and are more diligent, that it
might not be long until the presiding
Priesthood would be prompted to move
from this city; not that the authority of
the Priesthood will be withdrawn. These
things are painful in the chief city of
Zion, and they are not such indications
as I like to witness. Yesterday there
was a meeting appointed; but instead
of attending it, the brethren were en-
gaged in haying and every kind of la-
bor. They can do this, of course, if they
wish; but it does not look very well when
a meeting is appointed, and the Apos-
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tles suspend their labors and come here
to teach you, for you to stay away, think-
ing your employments are of such im-
portance that you cannot spend time at
meeting. Men and women who entertain
this feeling and take this course ought to
be ashamed of themselves! It is treating
the men who preside over you with disre-
spect, for which, if you could realize, you
would be ready to apologize.

You cannot be too careful in relation
to our duties. This is a day when ev-
ery one should be diligent in the per-
formance of duties, and should attend
to them strictly. You should invoke the
blessing of God upon your habitation,
and upon your children, that they may
grow up in the fear and admonition of
the Lord. Every boy in this commu-
nity should feel that he would rather lay
down his life than sacrifice his virtue or
indulge in unvirtuous actions. We have
to guard against the bad examples seen
around us. Mothers, teach your girls the
value of virtue and chastity. Inquire into
their movements, and guard them as you
would the most precious jewels which
God could give unto you. Fathers, talk
with your sons, and fortify them against
temptation. Let them flee lust, for I tell
you that, as true as we live, the words of
God will be fulfilled, that he that looks
upon a woman to lust after her shall
deny the faith unless he repents. We
know that this is so. I know it, by see-
ing young men grow up from boyhood in
this Church until the present time. I
think about numbers I was acquainted
with in my boyhood. Where are they?
They have lost the faith. Elders have
lost the faith who have taken a course of
this kind. It is a damning sin, and wher-
ever indulged in it banishes the Spirit
of God. No man can retain the faith



