THE AUTHORITY TO PREACH, ETC.

Many men wonder how it is that we
can believe in celestial marriage. We be-
lieve in it because it lies at the founda-
tion of all future greatness. If a man
rule in heaven he will rule over his own
posterity. The Apostle John, said that
they sang a new song in heaven—"And
hast made us unto our God kings and
priests: and we shall reign on the earth."
Reign on the earth! This was the song.
Over whom were they to reign? Over
whom more properly than their families?
The authority to seal wives to husbands
for time and all eternity is the author-
ity that is restored by the everlasting
Priesthood, and this is the authority that
was given to Peter, by which children can
be sealed and joined to their parents for
time and for all eternity until they re-
alize the blessing that was pronounced
upon Abraham, when the Lord said unto
him that, as the stars of heaven were
countless for multitude, or the sands on
the seashore could not be numbered, so
his seed should be and he should rule
over them. This was the blessing which
was pronounced upon him, and it is the
blessing that has been pronounced upon
every faithful man who has lived in a day
when the Priesthood was upon the earth.
Why wonder, then, at Latter-day Saints
having this view, this anticipation? Why
should they hesitate one moment to con-
tribute all their means to build Temples,
and to accomplish the work of God? We
should be thankful all the day long for
the blessings which God has bestowed
upon us, and should be willing to use
all our means for the accomplishment
of his work upon the earth, no matter
what enterprises we may be called upon
to support, whether it be to build Tem-
ples, send for the poor, or any thing else.

Arizona has been mentioned. The
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President, in his remarks this morning,
alluded to Arizona, and to the labors of
our pioneering brethren in that Terri-
tory. I was very much pleased to hear
what he said in relation to that. I am
thankful to see that, in his remarks,
there was no disposition to let up, or
to say, "I am in years now, and I will
lay back and take my ease and leave
the burden of this work to younger men,
who ought to step forward and shoul-
der it." He has the spirit of the pioneer
in him as much today, probably, as he
ever had. I am thankful that God fills
him with this zeal and strength. I be-
lieve it was a true remark, that if he had
been in Arizona, there would have been
good places found for settlement. I have
no doubt there will be yet. But there
is one thing that we must understand,
that with our present surroundings, and
at least while in the circumstances in
which we are at present placed, good
countries are not for us. The worst places
in the land we can probably get, and we
must develop them. If we were to find
a good country, how long would it be be-
fore the wicked would want it, and seek
to strip us of our possessions? If there
be deserts in Arizona, thank God for the
deserts. If there be a wilderness, there,
thank God for the wilderness, as we
thanked him for these mighty ramparts
and those extensive plains which we had
to cross when we came here. We thanked
him for them, because a mob could
not come, as they did from Carthage,
and take away our Prophet and the
Saints and hail them to prison and de-
stroy them as they did then. When we
came here I thanked God for the iso-
lation of these mountains; I thanked
him for the grandeur of the hills and
bulwarks which he had reared around



