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We have heard, this forenoon, some
excellent instructions in regard to the
plan of life and salvation—instructions
which agree in every respect with that
plan as it was revealed in times of old. It
has truly been remarked by the speaker
who has addressed you, that the same
causes will produce the same effects,
that is, when they operate under like
circumstances. I can see no difference,
in my own mind, between the circum-
stances which surround us and the cir-
cumstances which surrounded the peo-
ple in the days of our Savior and his
Apostles. We are fallen creatures, so
were they; we are very imperfect be-
ings and have need to be saved; the
same was true with regard to them. We
have sick among us in this day, and so
had they. God then ordained the lay-
ing on of hands for the benefit of the
sick. Why not ordain the same principle
for the same reason in our day? Would
it not benefit the sick to be healed by
the laying on of hands now just as much
as in those days? What is the differ-
ence? Are there not as many sick now
as there were then? Would it not be
as great a blessing to the inhabitants
of the earth to be healed now through
this simple ordinance as it was then?
When the circumstances and conditions

of the people now and then are com-
pared, no reason can be assigned why
this gift should be withheld from the peo-
ple now. The world say that in those
days it was necessary for God to mani-
fest his power in healing the sick and in
various other ways, in order to convince
the inhabitants of the earth concerning
the plan of salvation that was offered to
them. Why not convince the inhabitants
of the earth in our day? Is there not as
much necessity now as there was then?
Is not a soul just as precious in the sight
of God now as then? If it was needful
for unbelief to be done away by mira-
cles then, why not now? Or were mira-
cles given to do away unbelief? This is
a question worthy of investigation. We
find that miracles were wrought in an-
cient times according to the faith and be-
lief of the children of men. We might sup-
pose, to hear some of the learned divines
of our day converse, that the greater the
unbelief the greater must be the mira-
cles in order to do it away. But let us see
how the Lord did operate and perform
miracles in ancient times.

We read that he went to his own
native country, where he was born,
among his neighbors and acquain-
tances on a certain occasion, and
that he could not do many mighty


