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way side, but the cars will roll over and
crush them. It is our interest to keep
aboard the ship Zion, and to continue
our efforts to bring ourselves into sub-
jection to the law of the Lord, that we
may be the honored instruments in his
hands of aiding to build up his kingdom
on the earth. We can only do this by be-
ing faithful to the counsels of the ser-
vants of the Lord who are inspired to
teach and lead us. He has placed them
in his Church and kingdom to guide and
direct us. We have not chosen these
men—He has chosen them. They may be
our selection too, it is very true, but the
Lord has chosen them, and he is respon-
sible. But we need not pin our faith to
any man's sleeve. No, we can go to the
Bible, to the revelations of Jesus given
in our day; and listen to the whisperings
of the Spirit in our own hearts for the
testimony of this being the work of God.
The Lord will reveal to any faithful in-
dividual all that is necessary to convince
him that this work is true. None need
depend for that testimony upon others;
all can have it for themselves, and that
will be like a well of water within them,
springing up to everlasting life, reveal-
ing to them the things of God, and all
that is needful to make them wise unto
salvation. They need not depend upon
my testimony, or upon that of President
Young or President Smith, nor upon any-
body but God. He will direct the course
of all who try to serve him with full
purpose of heart. He will show them
whether we are placed here properly, or
whether any mistake was made concern-
ing the calling of Joseph Smith. The
testimony of the Lord will tell whether
we teach things of ourselves or of the
Lord; that testimony will tell its posses-
sors whether the servants of God who

stand here tell the truth about this work
or not. They need be dependent upon
none but themselves and the Lord for
this knowledge, for the Lord is willing to
give liberally to all, and he upbraids not.
All the world may learn to know the Lord
our Father, who is in heaven, and Jesus
Christ, whom he has sent, if they will but
take the course the Lord has marked out.

Latter-day Saints, as I said before, we
cannot afford to do wickedly. That young
man, or that old man, who goes into the
canyon, cannot afford to take the name
of the Lord in vain, neither in the streets
nor saloons of the city, and for that mat-
ter Latter-day Saints cannot afford to go
to saloons at all, because the associations
are evil. We would to God we could en-
tirely abolish every such place for there
vice is seen in its most alluring col-
ors. Drinking saloons and gaming tables
should be banished from the face of the
earth, because they engender vice. They
lead the young, middle-aged and old into
the practice of those things that are evil.
The Latter-day Saints cannot afford to
patronize them. They had better keep
away from them. They had better not
take the name of the Lord in vain, they
cannot afford to offend the Lord. They
had better keep his commandments and
not do anything that is offensive in his
sight. The Lord will not make a man
an offender for a word, by any man-
ner of means. He looks with compas-
sion on all his children, and overlooks a
great many of their weaknesses and fol-
lies if he finds that they have a desire
to serve him. But still, the Latter-day
Saint who has had the whisperings of the
Spirit, and yet becomes so negligent as
to indulge in these things, proves to the
Lord that he has not learned his lesson


