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Jesus, that when he does come he may
find a place whereon to lay his head,
and some, at least, who sustain heav-
enly principles. If we are not the peo-
ple, some others will be gathered for
that purpose. We bear testimony that
we are that people. True, we are in a
very imperfect state, but we hope we are
progressing, that we are a little better
than we have been. Many Latter-day
Saints can look back on their past lives
and conscientiously bear testimony be-
fore heaven that they are better men and
women today than they were one, two, or
ten years ago. This is a guarantee that
the work is onward and upward. It must
have its commencement in the souls and
hearts of men and women, or its fruits
will not appear. But this work is bring-
ing forth its fruits, they can be seen by
all. None are so blind but what they
can see them if they will divest them-
selves of prejudice. The work now com-
menced here will extend, and just as fast
as the people prepare themselves to re-
ceive it, they may participate therein,
for it will increase and spread until in
its greatness, power and glory, it ab-
sorbs all kindreds, nations and tongues,
and all will bow to King Immanuel's
sway, and he will rule King of nations as
he does King of Saints. Prophets have
foretold this, and we believe it, and we
bear testimony that we are that people,
and that the Lord did reveal himself to
Joseph Smith, and called him to com-
mence this work. In calling him the
Lord made no mistake. He knew that
Joseph would rather swap his life away,
than quail under persecution or deny the
faith. Joseph did this, he proved that
sooner than swerve from his integrity
to God he would die. Who can gain-
say this? No man, in time or eternity.
Joseph's martyrdom is a monument that
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will endure forever, that he preferred
death to forsaking the principles of
the holy Gospel and the institutions of
heaven. They killed him for that, and
nothing else. His death is a testimony
against this wicked and adulterous gen-
eration, that they will have to meet. We
as a community, are his witnesses, and a
monument that all people may look upon
and, if they have a mind to, they can
comprehend that God has commenced
his latter-day work.

These are the last days, and God will
surely bring his purposes to pass. His
work is established, and all are invited
to help to build it up. We have received
the principles of eternal life and we of-
fer them to all. We are none of your
hirelings. Freely we have received, freely
we give, and ask nothing for it. We
bear the glad tidings of salvation across
the plains, rivers and oceans, and pro-
claim them on all suitable occasions at
home and in distant climes. No day or
hour passes without this testimony be-
ing borne by the servants of the Lord,
and this has been so now for more than
forty years, and during that time the
work of the Lord has been continually
increasing and gaining strength, tak-
ing root downward and bearing fruit up-
ward. It is greater today than it was
yesterday, and will be greater tomorrow
than today, and it will continue so, no
matter what may be brought to bear
against it. We may be driven again as
we have been in the past, but that would
only increase our significance, our power,
numbers and influence. It is vain to
undertake to stop this work. Latter-
day Saints may apostatize, their lead-
ing men may go overboard, but it will
make no difference—the Lord is at the
helm, and his work is upward and on-
ward continually. Some may stop by the



