PURPOSE OF GOD, ETC.

give way to some evil once in a while.
There is a way to be shielded, but it is
not by persisting in evil doing. We must
turn from every evil way, then we have
the assurance that God will forgive us.
Men and women may do evil, but if they
repent they can be forgiven and receive
the administration of the ordinances of
the house of God, for the authority has
been restored to administer all the ordi-
nances of salvation. Men may have their
sins remitted by having the ordinance
of baptism administered. Is there any
other way by which that blessing can be
obtained? Not that we know of; if there
is, the Lord has not revealed it, and that
is sufficient. All we have to do to secure
the remission of sins, is to repent and to
comply with the ordinance of baptism.
We have been called from Babylon by
the command of high heaven, and our
duty now is to stand shoulder to shoul-
der for God and his kingdom, and for
every holy and righteous principle, no
matter what opposition we may meet
with. What could a man do, isolated,
in the midst of a wicked nation? He
could live for God if he had a mind to;
but what influence could he wield under
such circumstances for the kingdom of
God? None that would be acknowledged.
He might bear his testimony, and tell
those around him of their evils, and that
would condemn those who heard him,
if they did not heed his sayings. But
when there is a concentration of such
faith and power by the uniting together
of people in communities, as we see here
in the valleys of the mountains, a more
formidable barrier is presented to the
progress and advance of evil, and such
unity and concentration will bring down
to the earth an increase of power from
the Lord in favor of virtue and truth.
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What does the so-called Christianity
of the day do to check the torrent of cor-
ruption that is now sweeping over the
face of the whole earth? Comparatively
nothing. I say this in all charity, be-
cause there are a great many who are
doing their utmost to check the progress
of evil; but it still grows, and so-called
Christianity is powerless to check it. It
is greater today than it was yesterday,
greater yesterday than last week, and
greater last week than a month ago, and
it is incalculably greater now than it was
a hundred years ago.

It is time the Lord set his hand to
gather his people, that he may secure a
foothold on the earth, where righteous-
ness may predominate, and where the
majority of the people will be for him and
his kingdom. The Lord has set his hand
and commenced his work to bring about
his great purposes.

Let me bear my testimony to my
brethren and sisters and all good friends.
The Lord has spoken from the heavens,
and has commenced this work in which
we are now engaged in the tops of the
mountains. The Prophet, in looking for-
ward, saw that the work of God would
be in the tops of the mountains in the
latter days. We testify that this is what
he saw, here in the vales of Utah, Idaho,
Arizona and all the surrounding Territo-
ries. The kingdom of God is with us to-
day, not in its fullness, but it is growing.
It is here to test the children of men, to
see what they will do with it. Brother
Heber used to say this was the thresh-
ing floor. We go out to the nations of
the earth and preach the Gospel, a good
many receive it and gather to Zion. But
their trials begin when they get here, for
this is the threshing floor. Here a peo-
ple will be prepared for the coming of



