PURPOSE OF GOD, ETC.

lukewarm and indifferent in the cause of
God. It is no matter how poor we may
be, if we have ever done anything in the
line of our duty in the kingdom of God, it
has brought with it peace and salvation.
We are never sorry for it afterwards, un-
less we turn away from the truth. If we
neglect any duty, Tithing or any other,
we feel under condemnation. No mat-
ter how poor we may be we should pay
our Tithing, if we have to receive it back
again at the hands of the Bishops, it is a
blessing and a benefit to us. As Joseph
F. Smith remarked at Tooele, that poor
widow who pays her Tithing, will receive
from one to five hundredfold. She is sure
to do it, and so with every individual.

But it is not the poor, as a general
thing, who neglect their Tithing. It is
oftener the wealthy than the poor. The
man who has a hundred dollars can give
his ten. If he has only ten, he can give
one easier than another man can give
ten. If he has ten thousand, it is harder
for him to give a thousand, and the more
he has the more difficult it is for him
to pay his Tithing. It has always been
so, I apprehend; anyhow, it is so at the
present time. We cannot afford this. If
we expect to attain to celestial glory, we
must abide the law of the celestial king-
dom. There is no obstacle in our path
that we cannot overcome. If we are de-
termined the Lord will help us. He does
and has done so all the time, and he will
continue to do so.

How many times have we been ben-
efited by pursuing the course which the
God of heaven has marked out for us to
walk in? How often has he delivered his
Saints in times past? How many times
has he rebuked, under the administra-
tion of his servants, the sickness of a
child or the member of a family? Should
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we not then have an increased confi-
dence to come again, and to put our de-
pendence in him, knowing and realiz-
ing that he is faithful in performing that
which he has promised? Having paid
our Tithing once, and received the bless-
ing, should we not approach the altar
again with renewed confidence and zeal,
relying and trusting in God for the fu-
ture, without fearing any disaster com-
ing upon us? I think this is good phi-
losophy, it brings its own reward in the
very nature of things. Then why not
feel encouraged in going to meeting and
in attending to the duties required at
our hands, partake of the sacrament, put
away evil feelings one against another,
and come to the table of the Lord with
pure hearts and clean hands, to com-
memorate the sufferings and death of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? One
great reason why the Sacrament was in-
stituted was, that we might not forget
him, nor our Father in heaven, who sent
him. Said Jesus, "Do this until I come."
He will come again, most assuredly, in
power and great glory. Who will be pre-
pared to receive him? Where are the peo-
ple who will be able to stand at his sec-
ond coming, when he will take the reins
of power into his own hands?

Is it reasonable to suppose that Je-
sus will send his messengers to warn
the world, that all people may have an
opportunity to obey the Gospel and to
be prepared for his coming? I think
it is reasonable to suppose that he will
commence a preparatory work on the
earth before he makes his descent. This
is the work, brethren and sisters, in
which we are engaged—preparing for
the second coming of our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ, that when he comes
he may have a people zealous of good
works, ready to do his bidding, instead of



