
ALTERED CIRCUMSTANCES OF GATHERED ISRAEL, ETC. 119

years, Satan could ever be bound in our
midst so that he could not have power
over our hearts. There must be a change
in our temporal affairs, there must be
a foundation laid which will knit us to-
gether and make us one. How is it with
us now? If a man have a horse and he
should want to sell it to his brother, he
tries to get the most he possibly can for
it. If he have a wagon or any other piece
of property, and he wants to sell it, does
he consult his brother's interest? Per-
haps he may do so, but it is not always
that men do so; he gets the best price
he can for that article, regardless of his
brother's welfare and benefit. There is
a constant appeal to selfishness under
the present system, there is a constant
temptation for a man to do the best he
can for himself at the expense of his fel-
low men, and there is no remedying it to
its full extent; in fact there is a constant
struggle as we are at the present time to
keep down within us the desire to profit
at the expense of our fellow men.

There is something unnatural in this
condition of affairs, something opposed
to God. Why should we be subjected
to these things, and have to struggle
with them continually? Many Latter-day
Saints have refrained from taking hold
of merchandising and other branches,
because by so doing they would have ex-
posed themselves to hazards that were
very dangerous for them to encounter.
There was the temptation to make im-
mense profits out of the necessities of
their brethren and sisters. Under the
Order of Enoch men would not be thus
tempted. Individual benefit would not
then be the aim and object of men's
lives and labors. God did not cre-
ate us for the purpose of striving for
self alone; and when we are rightly
situated; under a proper system, our

desires will flow naturally along, and we
will find room for the exercise of every
faculty of mind and body without endan-
gering the salvation of our souls. We can
then trade and exchange, sell and buy,
and enter upon business without being
surrounded with these evils we now have
to contend with.

God has revealed the plan, and it is
a very simple one; but it will require
faith on the part of the Saints to enter
upon it. There are a great many evils
which would be stricken out of existence
were that system practiced. Why are
men tempted, to be thieves? Why do
they steal—take property that does not
belong to them? Would they do this if so-
ciety was properly constituted? No, they
would not be tempted to do it. The temp-
tations that we are exposed to are the
result, in a great degree, of the false or-
ganization of society. I believe there are
thousands of men in the Christian world,
who are adulterers today, who would not
be adulterers if they knew more and
could practice the system of marriage
which God has revealed. They are adul-
terers because of the false state of things
that exists in the world. And when I
speak of this practice, I might extend it
to a great many more. The devil has
set up every means in his power to ham-
per the children of men, to throw around
them barriers to prevent their carrying
out the will of God. And when we obey
the commandments of God, we will de-
feat the adversary of our souls. When
we carry out the purposes and the rev-
elations which God has given and made
known unto us, we gain immensely. We
gain power and strength, and in a lit-
tle while the adversary will be bound in
our midst, so that he will not have power
to tempt us, and this will be brought
about by our obeying the command-


