ALTERED CIRCUMSTANCES OF GATHERED ISRAEL, ETC.

you, and to put our faith and our
work with yours. Our united pur-
pose is to labor to build up the king-
dom of heaven on the earth, and to
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overcome every sin, all wickedness, and
the power of Satan, until the earth is
renovated, purified, sanctified and glori-
fied. Amen.
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The instructions which we have had
in these meetings, I look upon as most
important. I think they will be at-
tended with most excellent results to
those who have heard them, and that
these meetings should be attended is
also exceedingly important to the Latter-
day Saints. Probably there never has
been a time since the organization of
this Church when the Latter-day Saints
needed pointed, plain, emphatic instruc-
tion more than they do today. We have
reached a point in our history when an
increase of power seems to be required
by us as Elders and Saints in all the re-
lationships of life, to enable us to endure
and resist the trials with which we are
brought in contact. For myself, I can bear
testimony that I never felt as I do to-

day and as I have done of late, the
exceeding necessity of being alive to
the work of God, and of having the
spirit and power of the religion of Je-
sus Christ resting down upon me. I
took around and see the circumstances
which surround my brethren and sis-
ters. I see the great change which has
taken place within the past two or three
years. These valleys, that were once so
secluded and isolated, and so seldom vis-
ited by the stranger, but were almost
wholly occupied by the Saints of God,
have changed in many respects. We
are no longer the secluded people that
we were five years ago. Railroads have
penetrated our valleys, so-called civiliza-
tion assails us in all our settlements and
cities, vice stalks through our streets,



