114

the same. I am now telling the hard side
of the question, painting the evil side
of the Latter-day Saints. I recollect, a
few years ago, there was a fine circus
came to Salt Lake City. I took it into my
head, a few days before it arrived, to say
to some of the Bishops—"Can you raise
us so much money on Tithing? Can not
you pay something, Bishop?" Said one, "I
have not a dollar in the world." I would
meet another, and ask him the same
question, and I asked them in a way
that they would not mistrust me, but
they could not raise a dollar, and I sup-
pose that they would have been willing
to have laid their hands on the Bible and
sworn that they had not a dollar in the
world. On the day when the circus came
on to the Eighth Ward square, I took the
liberty of going there, and I watched who
came, and I found that some of these
very men who said that they had not a
dollar in the world, paid out ten, fifteen,
twenty, and twenty-five dollars to let
their families into that circus. They lied
before God, holy angels and the whole
heavens, before the servants of God, and
unless they repent they will have their
portion in hell. You need not wonder
to see men apostatizing who have been
in the Church thirty or thirty-five years.
They have been in the habit of lying to
God, to angels, to themselves, and to
their holy religion. Ask them for a lit-
tle Tithing, and their answer is—"No, we
have not anything." What do you sup-
pose the Lord thinks about such men?
He thinks they will have their portion
with the disobedient. This is the un-
favorable side of the picture. Not but
what there is a great many, and in fact,
the greater portion of this people, if they
can know the mind and will of God, will
do it. They are told it from day to
day and from time to time on a great
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many subjects. Both here and through-
out all the settlements of the Saints we
have preached the Word of Wisdom, and
the necessity of letting the fashions of
the world alone. We give you the truth
of heaven on the subject—we give it to
you just as it is in heaven, or as it is writ-
ten there concerning the Saints on earth.
With regard to Tithing, we give you the
truth just as it is written in heaven, and
just as you will find it by and by. What
object have I in saying to the Latter-day
Saints, do this, that or the other? It is
for my own benefit, it is for your bene-
fit; it is for my own wealth and happi-
ness, and for your wealth and happiness
that we pay Tithing and render obedi-
ence to any requirement of Heaven. We
cannot add anything to the Lord by do-
ing these things. Tell about making sac-
rifices for the kingdom of heaven. There
is no man who ever made a sacrifice on
this earth for the kingdom of heaven,
that I know anything about, except the
Savior. He drank the bitter cup to the
dregs, and tasted for every man and for
every woman, and redeemed the earth
and all things upon it. But he was God in
the flesh, or he could not have endured
it. "But we suffer, we sacrifice, we give
something, we have preached so long."
What for? "Why, for the Lord." I would
not give the ashes of a rye straw for the
man who feels that he is making sacri-
fices for God. We are doing this for our
own happiness, welfare and exaltation,
and for nobody else's. This is the fact,
and what we do we do for the salvation
of the inhabitants of the earth, not for
the salvation of the heavens, the angels,
or the Gods.

These are a few of my thoughts,
and a few items for the people to
receive and hearken to. We have
come here to talk to and instruct



