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rear, I shall seek in vain for a man in
this Church who has paid his Tithing
strictly. There is no man who has paid
his Tithing. I have watched the thing
closely, and according to my understand-
ing of the literal meaning, spirit and in-
tent of the term, I am compelled to come
to the conclusion that there is not a man
or woman in this Church who has paid
his or her Tithing; and I do not know
of an individual in this Church who has
means enough to pay his back Tithing if
it were required of him. I have not; it
would require more means than I have
now in my possession for me to do it.
Perhaps I may be asked what is my ex-
cuse. I do not know that I have any. I
can say, that in the days of Joseph, when
my circumstances were very straitened,
I never had $500, $100, one dollar, fifty
cents or twenty-five cents, but what, if it
were wanted, it went, as free as a cup
of water from a well—Joseph was wel-
come to it. Was I tried in this? Yes, for
many and many has been the time in my
poverty, when if I had a dollar or fifty
cents in my possession I have thought,
"I can buy a pint or a half pint of mo-
lasses for my children to sop their bread
in," but it was called for, and it went as
free as the water of the river here would
be to a thirsty person. And as for my
time, from the day that I entered this
Church until now, I have paid no atten-
tion to any business except that of build-
ing up this kingdom. The question may
be asked, "Do you not attend to your own
private affairs and business?" Yes, when
I can, but I do not know that I have ever
spent one minute in attending to busi-
ness belonging to Brigham Young, when
the business of the Church and kingdom
of God on the earth required his atten-
tion. Yet I would not say that this is any
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excuse for not strictly paying my Tithing.
I have paid a great deal of Tithing, more
perhaps than any other man, or any
other ten men who were ever in the
Church, and yet my Tithing is not paid.
But I pay Tithing, and when the grain
upon my Farm is ripened, or the cat-
tle upon it are matured, I say to my
men, "Be sure and pay the Tithing on
whatever we have raised." But in some
instances I have found that it was ne-
glected.

Suppose we were to say to this peo-
ple, "Will you pay a little Tithing?" "Yes,
we will pay a little Tithing." How much
would you be willing to pay? Will you
pay one dollar to a thousand that you
owe of back Tithing? If you will, we
shall almost have more than we know
what to do with. If you pay up a little
of this back Tithing, I am going to make
a proposition. Take the people of this
one valley, and they are far better able
to build a Temple than the whole of the
Saints were when they lived in the East-
ern States. The Saints did not begin to
be as able to build a Temple then as the
people of this single valley are now. My
proposition is, if you will go to work and
pay up some of your back Tithing, we will
build a Temple up here on the hill; we
can select a beautiful site for one there.
We calculate to build many Temples, and
we will have one here if you agree to my
proposition.

If we had a few score thousands
of dollars now, we should like to send
for the poor. I am sent to from
this town, Mendon, Hyrum, Wellsville,
and from almost every settlement in
these mountains, by parties who have
friends in the old country, saying,
"Brother Brigham, can you send for
my friends? 1 will send a hundred
dollars; will you put four hundred to
that and send for my friends, there



