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I made two careful visits to the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and one
to the Mosque of Omar and the grounds
connected with it. I also visited many
other places of interest about Jerusalem,
but in giving you a detailed account of
what we saw and passed through, in
such a scattering way, I cannot commu-
nicate to so large an audience, to any ex-
tent, the impressions I felt at the time.
I had no doubt that I passed over the
grounds where the Savior and his Apos-
tles, and the Prophets, kings and nobles
of Israel had lived, although I did not
believe a great deal about the identical
spots set down by the monks, yet I was
satisfied that I was in the localities in
which the great events recorded in Scrip-
ture took place. But now little remains
on the top of the ground that can be iden-
tified beyond the period of the occupation
of the Crusaders or the Romans. We cer-
tainly saw the top of Mount Moriah, on
which stands the Mosque of Omar. There
are the rocks and the caves in them. The
rocks have not been made by men. The
Valley of Jehosophat is there. Learned
men have dug deeply under Jerusalem
in search of evidence to determine its
original site, but an alarm was created
that the monkery of the place might be
spoiled by determining that certain lo-
calities were not where they are now
represented, and the Turkish govern-
ment was moved, so I was informed by
some gentlemen, to stop the investiga-
tions and to close up the excavations, and
we were not permitted to enter them.

President Lorenzo Snow's correspon-
dence to the Deseret News, Elder
Paul A. Sehettler's correspondence to
the Salt Lake Herald, and Miss E.
R. Snow's communications and poems
to the Woman's Exponent, with other
published letters, all composed un-
der circumstances of great labor and

fatigue, give a very correct idea of our
visit to Jerusalem and journeyings gen-
erally. Elder Paul A. Schettler speaks
six languages, and in attending to the fi-
nancial business of the party, he had to
make exchanges and was compelled to
keep accounts in the currency of a dozen
different nations, and even among the
Arabs he could generally find some one
who could speak in some one of the lan-
guages with which he was acquainted.

God has preserved me. Our party of
eight went through the entire journey
without an accident. We never missed
a connection that amounted to any dif-
ficulty. We were in no manner injured;
we had no sickness, except, peradven-
ture, a little cold or a pinch of rheuma-
tism now and again for a day or two.
Our minds were clear, we saw more, I
believe, in the eight months, than or-
dinary travelers see in two years. We
visited a number of places in Holland,
Belgium and France. We crossed three
times over Italy. We visited the Ionian
isles, Egypt, Palestine and Syria, Turkey
in Europe, Greece, Bavaria, Austria and
Prussia, and other parts of Germany. We
spent eleven days in examining the mys-
teries of Rome. I paid four Italians to
carry me to the crater of Mount Vesu-
vius. I think they earned their money, at
any rate I was well satisfied with them.
I had an idea in my own mind of how the
crater looked, but I am now satisfied that
I could form no correct opinion without
seeing it. To reach the crater you have
to mount about 1,500 feet perpendicular
in height above where we could ride on
horseback, in loose volcanic sand, and
every time a man's foot was placed in it,
it would slip back about twice the length
of his foot. I could not stand the walk,
these Italians wanted the contract, and I
gave it to them.


