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engraved a representation of the seven
branched candlestick, and a great vari-
ety of the treasures brought by him from
Jerusalem.

King David had learned the strength
of Jerusalem by the difficulty he encoun-
tered in taking it from the Jebusites; and
it is more than probable that God com-
manded him to locate the city there.

Rabbi Askenasi, speaking of the ten
tribes, said he had no idea where they
were, but he believed they were pre-
served, and that their posterity would
return, and the time would come when
God would bless Israel, and when wa-
ter would be abundant in Jerusalem.
We read in the 47th chap. of Ezekiel,
that living waters were to come out from
Jerusalem, and that they should run to-
ward the east; and that the Prophet
saw a man with a measuring line in
his hand. He measured a thousand cu-
bits, and the water was to his ankles; he
measured another thousand, and it was
to his knees; another thousand, and it
was to his loins; another thousand, and
it was a river with waters to swim in,
that could not be passed over. He goes
on and describes this as something that
should take place at Jerusalem. I could
but reflect, when standing on the Mount
of Olives, on the saying concerning it in
the last chapter of Zechariah, where, in
speaking of the coming of the Savior, it
says his feet shall stand on the Mount
of Olives, which is before Jerusalem to
the east, and the mount shall cleave in
the midst thereof, half going toward the
north, and half toward the south. There
shall be a very great valley, and the land
shall be turned into a plain from Geba to
Rimmon, south of Jerusalem, and shall
be lifted up, and men shall dwell on
it. The same Prophet tells us that liv-
ing waters shall come out of Jerusalem,

half toward the former sea, and half to-
ward the hinder sea, and that in summer
and in winter shall it be.

The convent at Mar Saba is situated
on the canyon, which is the outlet of
the brook Kedron; but it was perfectly
dry when we were there, not a drop
of water running in it. There are sea-
sons of the year, I suppose, when wa-
ters run there, but these prophecies de-
clare that living waters shall run out of
Jerusalem in summer and winter, and I
am foolish enough to believe that they
will be literally fulfilled. I agreed with
Rabbi Askenasi in the belief that God
would restore that land to Israel, and
that Jerusalem would again be supplied
with abundance of water and be a glori-
ous and happy city. I saw many Chris-
tians of different denominations there
who had no such faith. One man came
into our tent, and assured us that bap-
tism by immersion was impossible, there
never had been water enough in that
country to immerse people. He had be-
lieved in immersion, he said, but since
he had traveled through the country and
had seen so little water, he was satisfied
that they would all have to go to Jordan
to be baptized. This is the way people
look at it. The country is dry and barren,
the rains have ceased upon it for many
generations, though they have had occa-
sional rains.

In going to the Dead Sea from
Jerusalem, we visited a number of points
of interest. One was the tomb of
Rachel, another the pools of Solomon—
three immense pools constructed to re-
ceive the waters of a spring and hold
them in reserve, and the old aqueduct
is still in repair almost to Bethlehem.
We visited Bethlehem, and were shown
the caves—called stables—in which the
Savior was born, and the churches
and ornaments. There was a great


