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quest he had made, saying that he had
found there 4,000 palaces, a like num-
ber of baths, 400 places of amusement,
and 12,000 gardens, and that one quar-
ter alone was occupied by 40,000 Jews."
It is said that the books and manuscripts
of that library furnished fuel for warm-
ing those baths for some four months.

There is in Egypt a sect of Christians
called Copts, or the Coptic church. They
are descendants of the inhabitants of
Egypt that were conquered by the Sara-
cens. At Cairo we visited one of their
churches, and were shown the place
where they said the Savior, his mother
and Joseph resided during their stay
there, when they fled from the wrath
of Herod, and the basin they washed
in, and we saw many persons who had
come there to be healed in consequence
of the holiness of this place. This class
of Christians—the Copts—have main-
tained their identity through the reign of
Mahommetan power, Turkish and Ara-
bic, down to the present time. There
is probably a million of them, perhaps
more, in Egypt and Abyssinia. There
is also the Oriental Greek Church in
Egypt; they showed us some traditionary
holy places.

We went to visit Heliopolis, or the
City of On. I have taken a great inter-
est in family matters, believing in the
doctrine of baptism for the dead, and I
went to Heliopolis because I had good
reason to believe that Joseph who was
sold into Egypt, married his wife there,
Asenath, daughter of Potiphar, priest of
On. Heliopolis is believed to be the
On of that day, and was the great col-
lege at which all the leading men of
Egypt were educated. Probably Moses
received his education there. There is a

needle or obelisk, some sixty feet out of
the ground, at Heliopolis, containing in-
scriptions from top to bottom. How far it
goes into the ground I know not, but the
inscriptions on that needle, if rightly in-
terpreted by Egyptian scholars, indicate
that it was probably there when Joseph
went to Egypt. The city and all its tem-
ples have gone to decay. Other needles of
the same kind, which were there, have
been carried away, one of them stands in
Constantinople. The ground is in a state
of cultivation though the ruins of the city
of On are to be seen scattered about, and
when we were there, there was on the
ground a luxuriant crop of sugar cane,
showing that the soil was very rich.

Everything that grows in Egypt has
to be irrigated from the river Nile. There
is little, in fact no other, water, except
that which comes from the Nile. I say
there is no other water, but a little be-
low the city of On, there is a very old
tree—a sycamore I believe, under which
the Copts believe that Joseph, Mary and
Jesus camped while they remained in
Egypt, during their flight from Herod. A
great number of the branches have been
carried away, and portions of the tree,
but its boughs are still very widespread.
The owner of the tree has put around
it a very decent picket fence of pine
lumber—I do not know where he got it—
and any man who will give him a franc,
he will lend him a knife and he may
cut his name on the fence, but if he will
not give him a franc, he must not do
that, and he must not carry away any
of the tree. I did not care about cut-
ting my name on the fence, so I saved
my franc. But there was a spring or
well close by, and the water was drawn
up by a mute on a kind of rudely con-


