THE RISE OF ZION IN THE LAST DAYS.

land shadowing with wings, which is be-
yond the rivers of Ethiopia," and you
should cast your eyes, if you had power
to do so, beyond the rivers of Ethiopia,
what kind of a land would you behold, if
you could grasp in your vision the land
of North and South America? You would
see a land that looked like the two wings
of a bird. I seldom look at it, as laid
down on our maps, without being re-
minded of the two wings of a great bird.
A land shadowing with wings—in other
words, having the appearance of wings.
A land afar off, away beyond the rivers
of Ethiopia, there, in that land, shall the
ensign be raised for the nations; not for
a few individuals, but for all nations. No
wonder that the Prophet said the procla-
mation should be universal—"All ye in-
habitants of the world, all ye dwellers
upon the earth, see ye, when he lifteth
up this ensign."

That the Lord intends it to be for the
benefit of the Gentiles as well as of Is-
rael, let me refer you to the 22nd verse
of the 49th chapter of Isaiah. "Thus
saith the Lord God, Behold, I will lift up
mine hand to the Gentiles, and I will set
up my standard to the people: and they
shall bring thy sons in their arms, and
their daughters shall be carried on their
shoulders. And kings shall be thy nurs-
ing fathers, and their queens thy nursing
mothers," &ec.

This is a great latter-day work also
for the gathering of the house of Israel—
a work which shall commence among
the Gentiles. In ancient days the Lord
commenced his work among Israel. The
kingdom of heaven was preached among
the Jews, but they proved themselves
unworthy, and says Paul, "Lo, we turn
to the Gentiles," and the kingdom was
taken from the Jews and given to a na-
tion bringing forth the fruits thereof.
The natural branches of Israel were
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broken off, and the branches of the wild
olive tree—the Gentiles—were grafted
in. But the Gentiles, since they were
grafted in, 1,800 years ago, have fallen
after the same example of unbelief that
the ancient Jews did, and they have lost
the power and authority which they once
possessed; and for many centuries they
have had no apostles, no prophets, no an-
gels from heaven, no power of godliness
made manifest among them, and noth-
ing but the teachings and precepts of
uninspired men. But in the great latter-
day work, the Lord begins where he left
off—"the first shall be last, and the last
shall be first." As the Jews, in ancient
days were first, and the Gentiles last, so
in the great latter-day work, the Gentiles
will be first and Israel will be last. Hence
the Prophet says, "Behold, thus saith the
Lord God, I will lift up mine hand to the
Gentiles, and they shall bring thy sons in
their arms, and thy daughters upon their
shoulders, and I will lift up my standard
to the Gentiles."

What is a standard? The same as an
ensign—an ensign that is to be lifted up
upon the mountains, upon a land afar
off. It is the standard of the Almighty,
the same standard that was spoken of in
connection with the great highway that
was to be cast up over this continent. I
will not turn to it, but I will endeavor
to repeat the substance of the prophecy
in relation to it. Isaiah in speaking of
this great highway, or railway, says, "Go
through, go through the gates; prepare
the way of the people; cast up, cast up
a highway; gather out the stones; lift
up a standard for the people.”" The same
work that God intended to perform in
the mountains, and he wanted a highway
cast up, that the people might go with
speed swiftly to that land.

But says one, "what does the Pro-



