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for that full tenth is not ours in any
sense of the word, it is the Lord's, and
if we keep it from him we rob him of
that which is his. We should keep cor-
rectly in our minds and understandings
that which is ours and that which is the
Lord's. When the sons of God shouted,
and the morning stars sang together for
joy at having the earth prepared to come
and dwell upon, to pass through this
state of existence, did we not then real-
ize that it was being prepared for us, but
that it was his, and that we were coming
to dwell upon it as his? Shall we forget
this obligation and position? Let us be
careful not to do so.

President Smith alluded to the po-
tency of this law of Tithing, and the ter-
rible consequences of disobeying it as il-
lustrated in the present condition of scat-
tered Israel, who prospered as a nation
when they brought their tithes and offer-
ings into the storehouse of the Lord. And
how terribly and emphatically did Pres-
ident Young portray the readiness with
which, at his will and pleasure, the Lord
could turn these streams, for the wa-
tering of our beautiful valleys, into the
earth, and cause these delightful hills
and plains to become as barren as Judea.
I think we ought to look at this subject
more carefully, and if possible in its true
light. The more I see and think of it the
more there is about it new to me, and
the more there is to make me feel that
therein lies an obligation between us and
our God that we should consider and be
careful to discharge.

If there is any man amongst you who
wants to take a wife, does he not have to
obtain a certificate from his Bishop that
he pays his Tithing? If any of you want to
be baptized in the font in the house of the

Lord for the generations of your dead,
do you not need a certificate from your
Bishop that you pay your Tithing? And
if we want any of the blessings neces-
sary for our exaltation we shall find it
so, and more so as we advance in the
future. We fathers in Israel, we heads
of families, looking towards the patriar-
chal office and desiring to stand at the
head of our generations forever, ought
to think, not only about ourselves, but
about those who will come after us. If our
record shows that we have been faith-
ful in all things, and have never forgot-
ten to pay our Tithing, our posterity can
come to the house of the Lord and ask,
as a right, for the blessings they need for
themselves or their dead.

I think if we will all consider this
matter in the light in which the Scrip-
tures, the revelations of divine truth hold
it, and the light in which modern rev-
elation and the teachings of the Priest-
hood hold it, we shall discover in the
law of Tithing an immense and eternal
weight of blessing and glory, and instead
of wishing to avoid, shirk and narrow it
down to the least admissible figure, we
shall desire to add to and enlarge it, that
it may be for us and our children a source
of honor, exaltation and blessing forever.

Brethren and sisters I rejoice with
you, more and more, all the day long in
the principles of the Gospel. I desire to
be more and more useful in helping to
promulgate them in the earth. I have
pleasure in the labors of the Church. I
rejoice exceedingly in the advancement
of the cause of truth, and realize that we
have to be wide awake in order to keep
track of, and along with, the purposes,
plans, devices and providences of God,


