MEETING OF ADAM WITH HIS POSTERITY, ETC.

with fire, and all that believed in them
were burned in the fire. (See Book of
Mormon, page 249.) Showing that the
people had many copies of the Scrip-
tures. And, again we find that the
Nephite missionaries who went among
the Lamanites, carried with them copies
of the Scriptures; and that by the
means of these copies they convinced the
Lamanites of the incorrectness of the
traditions of their fathers.

When Jesus came to this continent
he taught the people several days. And
these things were written upon the
plates of Nephi. But Mormon made an
abridgement of these writings, and he
states, on page 484: "And now there
cannot be written in this book even a
hundredth part of the things which Je-
sus did truly teach unto the people; But
behold the plates of Nephi do contain
the more part of the things which he
taught the people. And these things
have I written, which are a lesser part
of the things which he taught the peo-
ple; and I have written them to the in-
tent that they may be brought again
unto this people, from the Gentiles, ac-
cording to the words which Jesus hath
spoken. And when they shall have re-
ceived this, which is expedient that they
should have first, to try their faith, and
if it so be that they shall believe these
things, then shall the greater things be
made manifest unto them. And if it
so be that they will not believe these
things, then shall the greater things be
withheld from them, unto their condem-
nation. Behold, I was about to write
them, all which were engraven upon
the plates of Nephi, but the Lord for-
bid it, saying: I will try the faith of my
people. Therefore I, Mormon, do write
the things which have been commanded
me of the Lord. And now I, Mormon,
make an end of my sayings, and proceed
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to write the things that have been com-
manded me. Therefore, I would that ye
should behold that the Lord did truly
teach the people, for the space of three
days; and after that he did show himself
unto them oft, and did break bread oft,
and bless it, and give it unto them."

Thus we perceive that we have not
the one-hundreth part of the teachings
of the greatest of all prophets, even
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ—
the words that he delivered to the an-
cient Nephites. The Nephites under-
stood all these marvelous things. No
doubt there were many instructions—a
vast amount of instructions—in regard
to their property; for they had all things
common, both in North and South Amer-
ica, among the millions of this land, for
one hundred and sixty-seven years. Af-
ter which, in the year two hundred and
one after the birth of Christ, they began
to withdraw from this order, and began
to be divided into different classes, &c.
Now, if we had all the teachings of Je-
sus, we would find the order of things
that preserved equality upon this con-
tinent during all that period of time;
which would give us a vast amount of
knowledge concerning the things which
we must enter into.

But will these things be brought to
light? Yes. The records, now slumber-
ing in the hill Cumorah, will be brought
forth by the power of God, to fulfill the
words of our text, that "the knowledge of
God shall cover the earth, as the waters
cover the great deep."

Again, Jesus, on the last visit to the
Nephites, called up his twelve disciples
and pronounced a certain blessing upon
them, and especially upon three of them.
Mormon says, concerning these three
that were to tarry, that great works shall
be wrought by them before the great



