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regard to the events before the flood.

We come down to the days of Noah.
He was a righteous man, and called of
God to preach the Gospel among the na-
tions as it was revealed to his forefa-
thers, and before the days of the flood, so
great was the faith of many of the peo-
ple, after the days that Enoch's city was
caught up, that the Holy Ghost fell upon
them, and they were caught up by the
power of heaven into the midst of Zion—
the Zion of Enoch. Thus we have further
knowledge revealed to us.

Noah, after having preached the
Gospel and published glad tidings
among the nations, was commanded to
build an ark. He had a Urim and Thum-
mim by which he was enabled to discern
all things pertaining to the ark, and its
pattern. He was a great Prophet, and
predicted many things, and his records,
no doubt, were hidden up, and will come
forth in due time, when the Lord shall
cover the earth with his knowledge as
the waters cover the great deep.

Many people have supposed that
Moses was the first man, and the peo-
ple of his day the first generation that
knew anything about written characters,
and that all the people, from the days
of Adam down to Moses, did not know
how to put their thoughts in the form of
writing; but let me inform you how writ-
ing commenced. We read in the Book
of Enoch, in the "Pearl of Great Price,"
that the Lord taught Adam how to write
records by the inspiration of his Spirit.
And it was given him concerning the
mode of placing his thoughts in the form
of writing. This is recorded in the Book
of Enoch, and the "Pearl of Great Price."

The people before the flood did

not lose the art of writing, but they wrote
their revelations, visions, etc., in the lan-
guage of Adam—the first language given
to man. This knowledge was retained
through the flood.

We come down to the days of the
building of the Tower of Babel, soon after
the flood. About the time of Abraham the
Tower of Babel was built. The people be-
ing of one language, gathered together to
build a tower to reach, as they supposed,
the crystalized heavens. They thought
that the City of Enoch was caught up a
little ways from the earth, and that the
city was within the first sphere above
the earth; and that if they could get a
tower high enough, they might get to
heaven, where the City of Enoch and the
inhabitants thereof were located. They
went to work and built a tower. They
had this tradition, that there had been a
translation of people from the earth, and
they were anxious to become acquainted
with them; but the Lord saw that they
were one, and that they all had one lan-
guage, and that nothing would be re-
strained from them which they imagined
to do; and, as a curse, he sent a variety
of tongues—took from them their own
mother-tongue. The language of Adam
was all forgotten in a moment; and in-
dependently of taking away from them
the knowledge of their own tongue, he
gave them a multitude of other tongues,
so that they could not understand one
another. In those days there were a few
righteous individuals living at the Tower,
among whom was Jared, a very good
man, and his brother. When they under-
stood, by the spirit of prophecy, that the
Lord was about to scatter the people to
the four corners of the earth, the brother
of Jared called upon the Lord, by the re-
quest of Jared, that the Lord might lead
them to a choice land. Did they come


