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just so with the Book of Mormon—all the
ingenuity of all the men under heaven
could not compose and present to the
world a book like the Book of Mormon.
Its principles are divine—they are from
God. They could never emanate from
the mind of an impostor, or from the
mind of a person writing a novel. Why?
Because the promises and prophecies it
contains are being fulfilled in the sight
of all the earth. So with the revelations
given through the Prophet Joseph Smith
contained in the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants—they are being fulfilled.

We, the Latter-day Saints, have this
great almighty work laid upon us, and
our hearts should not be set upon the
things of the world, for if they are we
shall forget God and lose sight of his
kingdom. The counsels, exhortations
and instructions which we receive from
the servants of God are just and true.
As a people if we will do the will of
God we have the power to build up Zion
in beauty, power and glory, as the Lord
has revealed it through the mouth of the
Prophet. It rests with us, the Lord work-
ing with us. We are called upon to work
with the Lord just as fast as we are pre-
pared to receive the things of his king-
dom. But I am satisfied there has got to
be a great change with us in many re-
spects before we are prepared for the re-
demption of Zion and the building up of
the New Jerusalem. I believe the only
way for us is to get enough of the Spirit
of God that we may see and understand
our duties and comprehend the will of
the Lord.

This is a great day, an impor-
tant time—a time in which great
events await the world—Zion, Baby-
lon, Jew, Gentile, saint and sinner,
high and low, rich and poor. Great
and important events will follow each

other in quick succession before the eyes
of this generation. No generation that
ever lived on the earth, lived in a more
interesting period than the one in which
we live; and when we consider that
our eternal destiny depends upon the
few short years that we spend here,
what manner of persons ought we to be?
Men spend their lives for what they call
wealth or happiness, but they seek not
after the way of life, and in a few years
they lie down and die and open their eyes
in the spirit world, and they will come
forth at some time and be judged accord-
ing to the deeds done in the body.

A great deal has been said with re-
gard to "Mormonism" and the strange
people who dwell in these mountains.
Many strangers have come to visit this
city, thinking that their lives were hardly
safe because of the horrid stories they
had heard about these terrible "Mor-
mons," when the fact is, if they had only
known it, they were a great deal safer
here, than in any of the great cities of
the world.

The Lord has been working, and this
people have been working, and the ob-
ject of their labor has been and is to es-
tablish the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
to spread truth and righteousness. We
came here, a few pioneers, on the 24th
of July, 1847, and we found a desert.
It looked as though no white man could
live here. We have to acknowledge
the hand of God in all the blessings
we have today. This Territory is now
filled with cities, towns, villages and gar-
dens. The earth has blossomed like a
rose, and the desert has brought forth
streams of water from dry places. The
Lord has blessed the people, we have
to acknowledge his hands in this. This
is only a beginning. The world have
opposed us from the beginning, even


