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strength will permit and opportunity of-
fer. I take occasion to say to my brethren
and sisters, this morning, that as the
time is drawing near the cause seems
more and more precious to me. It is
part of myself, and myself, I trust, a part
of it. I rejoice in saying that I know
this is the everlasting Gospel, the truth
of Heaven. Having experienced it for
more than forty years, I know it is true
and faithful, and no man can impeach
my testimony. Not because there is so
much sterling worth in me, as there is
in the cause that I feebly advocate. It is
true I lived in the days of the martyred
Prophet. I was associated with him, and
bore my testimony with him, and I feel
no less like bearing my testimony this
morning.

I want to say a few words in rela-
tion to the place whence I came, and
where I mostly labor. We have had
some affliction there, in the shape of
small pox. There have been many cases
of that disease, but it was of a mild
type, and I am happy to say that it has
nearly left us, and we are again com-
paratively free. But we have been af-
flicted with a disease that is much more
to be dreaded than the small pox, and
which we have generally called "spotted
fever." The small pox is no more to be
compared to that disease than the bite
of a flea or mosquito is to the bite of a
rattlesnake. There have been about six-
teen deaths, mostly children, from spot-
ted fever, and there are some half dozen
cases yet remaining, but no new ones.
They have lingered for ten or twelve
weeks, and they, apparently, can neither
live nor die, and are mere skeletons. I
feel sorry to see children, who should
grow up and develop an intellect and a
power equal if not superior to any that
now live, thus afflicted; and to see them
cut down in the morning of their ex-

istence grieves me very much. But the
word of the Lord unto us has declared
that scourges in the shape of sickness
shall be sent forth, beginning first at his
house, and from thence they shall spread
and make the nations quake.

We are living, my brethren and sis-
ters, in an important period of time, and
when I read over the testimony of the
martyred Prophet, and the word of the
Lord through him, it seems that in com-
paring the signs of the times at present
with his testimony, there would be am-
ple evidence to convince any rational be-
ing that God, our heavenly Father, sent
him. I read of disasters by sea and by
land. I read of a receding from the prin-
ciples of honesty, and that great men
go into wild speculations and dishon-
esty, and involve the country in ruin un-
less there be a speedy arresting of their
course. The murders that are commit-
ted at the present time, show to me that
the word of the Lord is true where he de-
clares through the Prophet, "My Spirit
shall not always strive with man." As the
Spirit of the Lord forsakes the people,
bloodshed, corruption, confusion and an-
archy must follow, and all these are in-
creasing in our country. I cannot take
up a paper without seeing the fulfillment
of some of the sayings of our martyred
Prophet, and of our brethren who are
sitting behind me, on this stand. And
what power is there that can arrest the
course of evil? There is nothing but gen-
uine repentance and obeying the ever-
lasting Gospel. That is the only remedy
that Heaven has provided; the only foun-
tain of life and salvation for the nations
exists among these poor, despised Mor-
mons, and I know it. Brethren and sis-
ters, I rejoice in the Lord our God, that
he has moved graciously in favor of the


