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what he has used, consecrates that fifty.
The man who has gained most conse-
crates most, the man who has gained
least consecrates the least. This reduces
them yearly to the same position and
condition as they were in when they com-
menced this heavenly order.

Did the people carry out this law?
No. Why? Because they had imbibed
the notions which had prevailed among
the people of the whole earth, and these
notions were in direct opposition to the
order of heaven. The notions and tradi-
tions of the world were that every man
must be for himself, every family for
themselves, and they must labor with
their might, mind and strength to gain
all they possibly could gain, and use
it only for themselves and their gen-
erations after them, caring nothing at
all about their neighbors. These tradi-
tions had been instilled into our minds,
and we were too full of covetousness
and of false notions about property to
carry out the law of God, and hence
many, when they came up to Zion, looked
abroad upon that beautiful, rich soil, and
the excellent groves of timber, and the
fine prairies and meadows, with springs
breaking forth in numerous places, as
they do in Jackson County, and their
souls lusted after these things, and the
rich man said, "No, I will not consecrate
all my property, I will go to the General
Land Office and purchase for myself, and
I will buy largely in order that I may
sell to my poor brethren when they come
up here. I will buy land and speculate
upon it, and make my fortune." That was
the feeling which existed in the hearts of
some of the Latter-day Saints. God saw
this, and reproved us by revelation, and
he said to the people in Jackson County,
by the mouth of his servant Joseph,
that if they did not repent of this covet-

ousness he would pluck them up and
send them out of Zion, for said he,
"The rebellious are not of the blood
of Ephraim, wherefore they shall be
plucked up, and sent away out of the
land." God fulfilled this revelation—he
did pluck up the people; he did cast them
away out of that land in the year 1833.
Some two years and a few months af-
ter we first began to settle that country
we were cast out of the land—plucked
up, just as the Lord had predicted, and
we were told that it was because of our
sins and covetousness that we were sent
away.

Did the Lord forsake us? No; he had
compassion upon us, as he had upon an-
cient Israel, when they were cast away
out of their land from time to time. In
what respect did he have compassion
upon us? When he saw the hold that the
traditions in which we had been trained
had upon our hearts, he revoked, for the
time being, the law of full consecration.
Says one, "What! God revoke a com-
mandment?" Yes, that is the way he did
in ancient times, and he is the same God
yet. He did it for our good; for if that
law had been in full force this people
would not have been in these mountains
this day. Our selfishness and covetous-
ness are so great that, as a people, we
never would have complied with it. A few
amongst us might have done so, but as
a people we should have been overcome
and ruined; but owing to that law being
revoked, many of us will now, perhaps,
be saved.

In the year 1834, a few months
after, we were driven out from that
goodly land. God said unto us in
a revelation, given on Fishing River,
"Let those laws and commandments
which I have given concerning Zion
and her properties be executed and
fulfilled, after her redemption." Thus



