
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, ETC. 3

large and populous cities in the four
quarters of this great Western Hemi-
sphere, and they all entered into this
heavenly order which God had estab-
lished on this continent and continued
therein for 167 years.

What was that order? They had all
things in common. Not an isolated few
where Jesus ministered to them; not a
few individuals who dwelt in a certain
region of country, but the Savior having
chosen twelve disciples from among the
multitude to whom he appeared, they
were sent forth upon all the face of the
land, and so great were the evidences
given, concerning the appearance of Je-
sus, that the whole people were con-
verted unto the Lord, and they were will-
ing to be guided by those servants who
were called and ordained to administer
in their midst.

Prior to that time there were rich
and poor among the people, and, from
the history given, no doubt an order of
things existed on this continent in those
days resembling that which now exists
among all the nations and kingdoms of
the earth—some lifted up in pride and
popularity because of their great wealth,
others bowed down in the dust because of
their poverty, and class distinctions pre-
vailed until this new order of things was
established. What a blessed people! How
happy they must have been! No poor ei-
ther in North or South America. No beg-
gars in the streets of their great cities,
but all the property—the gold and silver,
the flocks and herds, and everything that
was calculated to make life happy in the
possession of and enjoyed, as stewards,
by the whole people. No inequality, so
far as this was concerned, for the pattern
was after the order of heavenly things.

Now let us ask the question—has
God ever revealed to the Latter-day

Saints the necessity of entering into this
heavenly order in regard to their wealth?
He has. When? When we gathered up to
Jackson County in the State of Missouri.
In the year 1831, the land was conse-
crated and set apart by revelation for the
erection thereon of a great and heavenly
city unto the Most High God. Not the
old Jerusalem, but a new Jerusalem, a
city of Zion. God, by the mouth of his
servant Joseph, who for a short space
of time dwelt in the midst of the peo-
ple there, revealed the law of consecra-
tion, not the law of tithing, but the law
of consecration. Let me repeat that law,
Latter-day Saints, for as it is a law which
will come in force at some future period
of our history, it will not be amiss for
us to understand its nature and to pre-
pare to approximate to its requirements,
so that when it is introduced amongst
us we may take hold of it with all our
hearts. When we went up to that coun-
try in 1831, the commandment of the
Most High to the Saints was that they
should consecrate all that they had. Not
one-tenth merely, not the surplus of their
property, but, all that they had, whether
it was gold, silver, household furniture,
wearing apparel, jewelry, horses, cat-
tle, wagons, mechanical tools, machin-
ery, or whatever wealth or property they
possessed, they were to consecrate the
whole and deliver it unto the Lord's
judge in the midst of Zion. Who was
he? The Bishop. In those days we had
not the necessity of so many Bishops as
now. We were a small people then, and
the Bishop in Zion, under the direction
of the highest authorities of the Church,
he being guided and inspired by the Holy
Ghost, was to take charge of all the
consecrations of the people of the Most


