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revelations that I have read were given,
the Lord saw that we were so covetous
and filled with the selfish principle in-
stilled into our minds by our forefathers,
that we would not give heed to the law
which he gave concerning the consecra-
tions that were to be made in Jackson
County, Mo., and he determined in his
own mind that that should not be a land
of Zion unto the present generation of
people, take them as a people; and he
made this decree, after giving them rev-
elation upon revelation, warning them
by the mouth of his servant Joseph, who
went in person and warned them, and
sent up his revelations a thousand miles
from Kirtland and warned them. Af-
ter they had been sufficiently warned,
for some two years and upwards, after
their commencement of the settlement of
Jackson County, Missouri, the Lord ful-
filled that which he had spoken concern-
ing them—that they should be driven
out of the land of Zion. This was lit-
erally fulfilled. Why? Because of cov-
etousness. You will recollect my reading,
I think last Conference, a letter written
by the Prophet Joseph Smith. I think it
is in the 14th volume of the Star, in con-
nection with the history of this Church
published in that periodical. That let-
ter was written to one of the brethren in
Zion in relation to the consecrations of
the properties of the people. The Lord
said in that revelation that the princi-
ple which he had revealed in relation
to the properties of his Church must be
carried out to the very letter upon the
land of Zion; and those individuals who
would not give heed to it, but sought
to obtain their inheritances in an indi-
vidual way by purchasing it themselves
from the Government, should have their
names blotted out from the book of the

names of the righteous, and if their
children pursued the same course their
names should be blotted out too, they
and their children should not be known
in the book of the law of the Lord as be-
ing entitled to an inheritance among the
Saints in Zion.

We find, therefore, that the Lord
drove out this people because we were
unworthy to receive our inheritances by
consecration. As a people, we did not
strictly comply with that which the Lord
required. Neither did they comply in
Kirtland. Many of those persons were
called by name to enter into an infe-
rior order, afterwards called The Order
of Enoch, in which only a portion of their
property was consecrated, and even they
did not comply, but some of them broke
the most sacred and solemn covenants
made before high Heaven in relation to
that order. The Lord said concerning
them that they should be delivered over
to the buffetings of Satan in this world,
as well as be punished in the world
to come. He also told them that that
soul that sinned and would not comply
with the covenant and promise which
they made before him in relation to their
properties, should have his former sins
returned to him, which had been before
remitted in baptism.

This ought to be an example for
us who are living at a later period in
the history of the Church of the liv-
ing God, and who ought, by this time,
to have become thoroughly experienced
in the law of God. It is true we are
not now required to consecrate all that
we have; this law has not been bind-
ing upon us since we were driven from
the land of Zion. The reason why
this law was revoked was because the
Lord saw we would all go to destruction


