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to accumulate a little worldly goods
around us and then lie down in the dust
and occupy a small space of two feet by
six? Is this the object of our gathering?
Verily no. Something higher than this
dwells in the bosoms of the Latter-day
Saints; they are actuated by another
spirit and influence. The Spirit of the liv-
ing God has beamed upon their minds,
drawn back the dark vista of the future
and unfolded unto them principles of
eternal lives, and they are looking for-
ward to honor, immortality and eternal
lives in the kingdom of God. These are
the feelings and influences, and this the
spirit by which we are actuated. We have
obtained a knowledge of our Father who
dwells in the heavens. We have partaken
of the Spirit of the living God, which has
flowed unto us through obedience to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our minds have
been, as it were, torn from the groveling
things of time and sense, and we feel as
though we are eternal beings, associated
with an eternal religion, with everlast-
ing principles, sustained by an eternal
God who governs, controls and manages
all the affairs of the human family on the
face of the earth, and will in the world
to come. Feeling thus we rejoice in the
fullness of the blessings of the Gospel of
peace. This is the Spirit that the living
God has imparted unto us; and though
the world are thoughtless, careless and
forgetful, and sometimes in their igno-
rance seek to oppose us, we care nothing
about that. Why, our life is hid with
Christ in God. Do you know it? Do the
world know it? No, they cannot perceive
it, they know nothing about it, it is out
of their ken. They cannot comprehend
the principles, feelings, spirit, light,
intelligence, visions and manifesta-

tions of the Spirit of God that dwell in
the hearts of men when they are un-
der the influence of the Spirit of God.
They neither know their peace nor the
prospects which lie before them. They
are like the brute beasts, which the
Scriptures say are made to be taken and
destroyed, just like the ox that you feed
until he is fat—he does not know that
the knife is going to pierce him by and
by. But the Saints understand some-
thing about the future. They have begun
to live forever. They have obtained the
Spirit of life and truth and intelligence.
They have a hope that blooms with im-
mortality and eternal life. They know
that if the earthly house of this taber-
nacle dissolves they have a building of
God, a house not made with hands, eter-
nal in the heavens. Knowing this they
feel that all is right. They feel just as Je-
sus said to his disciples—Don't care any-
thing about these fellows who can only
kill the body, and when they have done
that there is an end of their rope, the
extent of their power, they can go no
further, but like the other worms of the
earth they have got to fall down, and
crumble and be preyed upon by worms;
but fear him who, after he has killed has
power to cast into hell. "Yea," said he, "I
say unto you, fear him." You Latter-day
Saints, fear not any outside influences,
fear no power or spirit that may be ar-
rayed against you. Put your trust in the
living God and all will be right in time
and in eternity. God will take care of
his people. He has commenced a work
and he will roll that forth, and woe to
the man that fights against Jehovah—
he will move him out of the way. Like
the grass or flowers of the field all
such will pass away, but God's king-
dom and people will live and extend,


