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nursing and care of man for some time,
but like a sweeping flood, although you
may dam up the water from its natural
course and arrest it in its progress and
keep it back, back, back, for a while, yet
by and by it will rush over its barriers,
seek its natural channel, pursue its own
course and find its own resting place. So
it is with the human family. We come
into the world, we exist for a short time,
then we are taken away, no matter what
our feelings, ideas or faith may be, they
have nothing to do with this great uni-
versal law which pervades all nature.

We are here to exhibit our sympa-
thy and affection for our brother whom
we respect and esteem, that is all we
can do. Who is there that can stay the
hand of death? What talent, what inge-
nuity, what philosophy, religion, science
or power of any kind? Who possesses
that power, individually in this assem-
bly or combined to say to the great mon-
ster death, Stand back, thou shalt not
take thy victims? There is no such per-
son, there is no such power, no such in-
fluence, such a principal does not exist,
and it never will exist until the last en-
emy is destroyed, which the Scriptures
tell us is death. But death shall be de-
stroyed, and all then, even all the human
family, shall burst the barriers of the
tomb and come forth—those who have
done good to the resurrection of the just.
Then and not till then will that influence,
that fell tyrant be destroyed. There is
something about that interesting to us,
while the world of mankind are thought-
less and careless, and desire not to re-
tain God in their knowledge, and wish to
put away from them everything pertain-
ing to him and eternity. We, as Latter-
day Saints, if our hearts, feelings, affec-

tions and desires are placed upon those
things that pertain to the future, look
back to our associations, as brother
Woodruff looked back to his first associ-
ations with bro. Pitt when first the light
of eternal truth beamed upon his mind.
We look back to the feelings that influ-
enced brother Woodruff when inspired
by the Spirit of the living God to go to
that place where those people had been
calling upon the same God for light and
truth, intelligence and revelation and a
knowledge of his law and of his pur-
poses, and while God was leading them
forth, he was leading brother Woodruff
by the same Spirit and power. We re-
flect upon these things with pleasure. It
is satisfactory to know that the hand of
God has been with us, that his power
has been with this Priesthood, that the
Spirit of the Lord God has been associ-
ated with them, and that the promises
of God have been fulfilled to the Elders
when he said he would send his An-
gels and Spirit before them. I have re-
joiced thousands of times with brother
Woodruff over these things, and I was
talking with brother Pitt about them not
long ago, and his countenance lighted up,
his eye was bright and brilliant, and his
soul seemed to rejoice at the recollection.
It is pleasant to reflect upon these prin-
ciples of the Gospel, and there is some-
thing in relation to the future that ani-
mates our feelings and desires.

We are gathered here, a peculiar peo-
ple under the direction and Spirit of
the living God; and our gathering has
been effected by the revelations of the
Lord. Some of us have been gath-
ered in one way, some in another, oper-
ated upon and influenced in a variety of
ways. And what is our idea in gather-
ing? Is it simply to plant, sow, reap and


