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had received the Holy Ghost—I mean
those who have read and understood the
revealed law. To pray for present for-
giveness would be contrary to the mind
and will of God, and hence it would be
sinning against him. I believe I have
said sufficient to show the principle upon
which the Lord acts in punishing the sins
of the children of men. Now let me say
a few words in relation to their coming
forth and redemption.

I will here ask, will many of these in-
dividuals who have sinned against God
come forth and inherit that high degree
of exaltation in the celestial world? This
is a great question. Can they inherit
the same glory that will be enjoyed by
the Saints who have lived in different
ages of the world and endured faithful
to the end? Can they receive that full
exaltation and shine forth in the king-
dom of God? No. Why not? Because
they are not prepared for it. I do not
say but what they may in some future
age, according to the purposes of God, be
led along from one step to another, until,
finally, some of them attain to celestial
glory. We Latter-day Saints believe that
when the Lord comes he will redeem the
heathen nations, not into his presence,
into celestial glory, but they will come
forth from their graves; not with celestial
bodies and prepared to wear a celestial
crown, to shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. No; such a glory
they cannot have, but they will have a
glory adapted to the light and knowledge
which they have had, and that glory is
typified by the moon. "There is one glory
of the sun, another glory of the moon,
and another glory of the stars, and as one
star differeth from another star in glory,
so also in the resurrection of the dead."
Now, there is quite a difference among
these celestial bodies that shine in the

firmament. The sun is far more glori-
ous than the moon, so much so that as-
tronomers tell us it would take several
hundred thousand full moons to make
a light equal to the light of the sun; in
other words, if all our visible firmament
from the horizon was just one glare of
moons, all this would not be equal to the
light of the sun, consequently you can
form an idea of the difference between
the glory of the sun and the glory of the
moon.

Again, when we look upon those twin-
kling stars in the firmament of heaven,
we see some shining with a much greater
brilliancy than others, and they are di-
vided into classes by astronomers, and
ranked according to their magnitude, or
according to the intensity of the light
they shed forth upon our world, not ac-
cording to the real nature of the stars,
because they are too far off for us to
judge of that, only we know that they
are suns, the centers of systems, and
that they shine by their own radiance;
and if we were as near to them as we
are to our sun, many of them would be
far more resplendent in their glory, and
would shed forth more light than our sun
does. But the Apostle Paul in speaking
on this subject had reference to the glory
of the stars as they appear to us, and to
the amount of light which they seem to
send forth.

Now those persons who receive a
glory like that of the stars, or as the
light of the stars appears to us, will not
come up to that glory enjoyed by the hea-
then, for their glory will be like that of
the moon, and all the stars put together
do not shed forth as much light upon
our world as one moon, and hence the
glory of that class of beings whose glory
differs as the stars will be lower than
that of the heathen, for they will receive
the glory of the moon. But all who go


