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not extinct in his bosom, and he said, "He
who hath done this thing shall surely
die." Nathan said, "Thou art the man."
God hath given to thee a great number
of wives, among the rest all the wives
of thy master Saul. All this great flock
of sheep, as it were, has been given
unto you from the Lord, yet you have
gone and taken the only one that a poor
man had, and committed adultery with
her, therefore said the Lord, I will pun-
ish you. With what kind of punish-
ment was this man punished? Amongst
them was that of suffering in the eter-
nal worlds. How long? I cannot say
exactly, but a good many centuries, a
thousand years at least; this man, once
righteous, now wicked, had to suffer the
penalty of that crime. Did he repent? He
did. Did he cry unto the Lord? He did.
Was he sorely troubled? He was, and
he was perhaps as repentant as anyone
could be; but the decree had gone forth,
and hence that man had to endure the
penalty of his crime. Peter, when refer-
ring to this subject on the day of Pente-
cost, as recorded in the second chapter
of the Acts of the Apostles, quotes from
the Psalms of David, and says, "Thou
hast not left my soul in hell, neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see cor-
ruption." It seems that after all, though
David's repentance could not wipe away
his sin, yet he had a hope, and he looked
forward to the time when he would be
liberated from hell; when that time ar-
rived he would come forth and receive
some kind of a glory, how much I do
not know, for it is not revealed; but suf-
fice it to say, he sinned against great
light and knowledge and because of his
sin he fell from a very high position.
That he had received many of the princi-
ples that are now understood by the Lat-

ter-day Saints, under the new and ever-
lasting covenant, I doubt; for if he had
he never could have been redeemed, he
never could have said, "Thou wilt redeem
my soul from hell," etc.

Let us refer to some other instances.
There were the Lamanites, a people who,
according to the Book of Mormon, had
dwindled in ignorance on this Ameri-
can continent before Christ came. They
had dwelt here for centuries, and be-
fore the coming of our Savior they were
sunk in the depths of ignorance. They
had lost the knowledge of the princi-
ples of salvation, and they had become
a very ignorant, wicked, idolatrous peo-
ple. The Nephites, an enlightened na-
tion which dwelt on this continent at
the same time, sent missionaries to the
Lamanites to convert them, if possible,
from their sins. They went amongst
them and had much success, bringing
a great many thousands of them to a
knowledge of the truth. This nation
had been taught, in their ignorance and
wickedness, that there was no harm in
murdering the Nephites, and they had
murdered them while in ignorance of the
law of God; but when the Gospel was laid
before them, could they obtain forgive-
ness for these murders? On certain con-
ditions, and one of them was that they
would lay down their weapons of war,
and they did so, burying them deep in
the earth as a testimony before God that
they would no more shed innocent blood;
and through their great sorrow and re-
pentance the Lord had compassion upon
them, and he forgave in this life the sins
they had committed in ignorance. That
showed that murderers, under certain
conditions, could be forgiven here; but
there are other classes of murderers for
whose forgiveness in this life it would be
very wrong to pray, even if they never


