REWARDS ACCORDING TO WORKS—TITHING.

"Depart from me, ye workers of iniq-
uity, into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels." There are some
now who love darkness rather than light
because their deeds are evil. I will ven-
ture to say that if some of the zealous op-
posers of what is sometimes called "Mor-
monism," who were once united with us,
could see an improper step made by your
humble servants, they would seize upon
it with the greatest avidity. If there
was a dark spot in my moral character,
that would be food for them. I, or my
friend brother Pratt, or President Young,
may have achieved worthy exploits and
done great good, but they pass by this,
they have no relish or appetite for it;
but the moment there is a dark spot, ei-
ther real or imaginary, they are ready
to seize upon it with the greatest avid-
ity, and roll it as a sweet morsel under
their tongue, because they are children
of darkness and love darkness rather
than light. Now the sun, the great foun-
tain of light of our system, is said to have
dark spots on his disc. I believe it is
so, but there is much light there, and
he throws his rays to an immense dis-
tance. Now, because he has some dark
spots on him, shall we dispense with and
refuse to receive his light? No, with all
the darkness he has we love the sun, and
whether on sea or on land his rays are
cheering and welcome, notwithstanding
the dark spots that may exist on his face.
So in relation to the servants of God. We
may be men of like passions with oth-
ers, but if an additional halo of light and
glory burst upon us, and we as reflectors
send that abroad for the benefit of oth-
ers, the dark spots, real or imaginary, in
our characters, should be overlooked, as
those of the sun are overlooked.

Well, others besides those I have
referred to, come up and want a
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mansion. They are asked—"Have you
showed yourselves friends to the king-
dom of God?" "No, we have sought to
hedge up its progress in every way we
could. We have told all the lies we could
manufacture, and sent them abroad on
the wires to create a storm of indig-
nation against it—anything was justifi-
able to suppress 'Mormonism." We have
even twisted plain, straightforward com-
mon sense law into a ram's horn, and
made it so complex that neither we nor
anyone else could understand it, for the
sole purpose of ensnaring the feet of the
defenders of this latter-day kingdom."
"Well, you want a mansion, and you
love darkness rather than light, because
your deeds are evil?" "Yes." "Well, yon-
der is your home, in that world that rolls
in eternal eclipse." "And these shall go
away," says the Bible, "into outer dark-
ness: where there shall be weeping, and
wailing, and gnashing of teeth." Dwell in
eternal night! Oh, ye sons of rebellion,
ye daughters of departure, contemplate
the character of your future home! Turn
from your ways, seek unto the Lord God
of Israel, and know ye that mortal man
here on earth is not perfect. I do not
know that the angels of God are perfect, I
rather question it. You question the per-
fection of the angels of God? A little, for
the Bible says that God charges his an-
gels with folly. If the angels are charged
with folly by him who sits on the throne,
with much more propriety may mortals
who are at a greater distance from the
central government be charged with the
same. I will tell you that this is a singu-
lar kind of a world, and the machinery of
man is very singular and complex, and it
requires the wisdom of God to know and
understand everything in relation to it,
or even a small portion of it.



