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of that man who would refuse to pay
his taxes to the government under which
he lives. There are some who decline
to pay their taxes in this country as if
the original inhabitants were exercising
a jurisdiction which the dignity of mod-
ern civilization affects to despise and re-
pel! What do we think of any man who
declines to pay his taxes? We think him
not entitled to the protection of the laws.
I believe there is one statute in Utah
which says that every man shall have
the privilege of voting at the polls af-
ter a residence of six months, provided
he be a taxpayer within its boundaries.
This is an important clause. I do not
speak of this because I want to urge the
collection of taxes, I care nothing about
that in comparison, I use this as an illus-
tration, in reference to some other mat-
ters which I wish to urge upon your at-
tention. Go where we will, we find we
have to pay our taxes to political orga-
nizations and governments. The Sav-
ior of the world, poor as he was, was
not exempt from this obligation or liabil-
ity, hence he said to Peter, "Pay taxes."
"Oh, we have no money." "Well, go and
cast your hook into the sea, and you will
take a fish, and in that fish you will find
money, take that and pay the taxes for
thee and me." Thus we see that he who
made all things discharged this liabil-
ity. We also should pay our taxes to the
governments and powers of this world.
If we never should pay our taxes with
what kind of a grace could we appeal to
the County Court for aid to construct a
road here, a bridge there, or an improve-
ment yonder? "You have not paid your
taxes, how can you expect anything to
revert to you when you have not aided
to replenish the treasury or to keep the
fountain full? You have no right to ex-
pect to share in the advantages enjoyed

by loyal citizens." Again, if I refuse to
pay my taxes to the government is it
not pretty conclusive evidence that I am
an enemy to that government and its
friends? It seems to me that the tide
beats in that direction, and shows that
I am disloyal. If I pay all my taxes and
discharge all my obligations to the gov-
ernment under which I live, I should be
called a loyal citizen.

Says one, "I do not know what is done
with the taxes. I would like to know how
they are applied, and what use is made
of the money, and before I pay I think
I will ascertain." If you undertake this
I think you will have a heavy and diffi-
cult job on your hands. I would not like
to ferret it out. When I get my receipt for
taxes paid I put it in my pocket, and say,
"Goodbye, sir," till he calls again. That is
all the care I have. If the collector makes
a bad use of the money he collects, or
appropriates it for other than legitimate
purposes, somebody else will see to him,
not I. I have got his receipt, I have done
my duty, I have discharged the obligation
devolving upon me.

We all look, brethren and sisters, for
the kingdom of God to be established
at some time, if it is not already done,
and yet some of us complain very much
about paying our tithing. The very word
grates on the ears of some! Well, as
taxes are to the governments of the po-
litical world, so is tithing to the king-
dom of God. That is my understand-
ing, and if I pay my tithing I come
within the promises and protection of
Heaven's laws, and I am considered a
loyal subject of and a friend to that gov-
ernment. I will notice here a little pecu-
liarity with regard to tithing. There is
not much said about it in the New Testa-
ment Scriptures; except mere allusions;
it is the same with regard to polygamy;


