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engaged in a great and mighty spiritual
contest, we are seeking to establish or
rather to reestablish the principles of
truth and righteousness on the earth.
We are endeavoring to erect a standard
of purity higher than that which now
prevails and is recognized by men, and to
elevate the people to that standard. That
is the aim and labor of the Saints. We are
misunderstood—so were Jesus and his
Apostles, and the Prophets of God in an-
cient days. We stand in goodly company.
We are arrayed, in this respect, with the
noblest of earth's sons. Our names are
cast out as evil, and everything we do is
misrepresented and misunderstood, but
this does not change our disposition or
the character of the work we are engaged
in. We are resolved, notwithstanding
this, to stand firm to the principles which
God has revealed unto us. This is the
duty of every Latter-day Saint, come life
or come death, or whatever may be the
consequences. If God has entrusted us
with the revelations of his will, if he has
taught us holy and pure doctrines, as we
testify that he has, we would be recreant
to God and to the duties and obligations
he has placed upon us if we did not stand
up and face the world in arms, if neces-
sary, to maintain his great truths in the
earth.

It is so with everything connected
with our religion. There is nothing im-
pure about it—it is God's. There may
be impurity in men, and they may fail
in carrying out the doctrines which God
has entrusted to them, but this does
not alter the doctrines. They are true
and good from beginning to end, from
the first to the last that has been com-
mitted to us, and their practice among
the people will exalt them. "What?"
says one, "will plural marriage, that we
have been taught to look upon as so de-

grading, elevate people?" Yes, even that
principle, much abused as it is, when it is
understood by the people, will be viewed
in a very different light from what it is
now. And so with every other principle
of the Gospel. There is nothing that we
teach or practice but what is contained in
the Bible, and for which we do not have
the example of Prophets and Apostles,
and that was not embodied in the plan
of salvation revealed to the ancients. We
are willing to be tested by the word of
God. Not by man's traditions and mis-
conceptions; but we are willing to go to
and be tested by that book upon which
Christendom relies—the translation of
the Scriptures made by King James the
First, of England. If we have embraced
error, we are willing to renounce it when-
ever it is proved to us.

There are about a hundred and
twenty-five thousand people in these val-
leys in Utah Territory. We are but a
small handful of people, and we are sur-
rounded by the foremost civilization of
the age, which is believed in and up-
held by forty millions of people, who have
in their possession all the agencies of
the pulpit and the press—the most ad-
vanced agencies of civilization; and our
barbarism, as it is called, is brought face
to face with their advanced civilization.
We do not shrink from the contest, but
are willing to abide the issue and to sub-
mit to the results. We are not afraid of
this Gospel. It is reported of President
Young that he once said, It was a very
poor religion that would not stand one
railroad. I do not know whether he ever
did make the remark, but whether he
did or not, it is true. It is a poor reli-
gion that will not stand one, two, three,
or half a dozen railroads, or that will
not stand in the midst of the hottest


