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It was announced this afternoon
that I should speak here this evening.
Brother George Q. Cannon is here, how-
ever, or will be I expect, and when he
comes I would much sooner listen to him
than speak myself, and I presume you
would also; therefore when he comes I
shall be pleased to give way that you may
have the pleasure of listening to him. He
is only here today and will be going away
again; I am here frequently.

I always take pleasure in speaking
of the things pertaining to the king-
dom of God to my fellow men, and es-
pecially to the Saints. I feel that my
lot is identified with theirs, and I ex-
pect to be associated with them, not only
in time but in eternity. The Gospel
that we have received has unfolded unto
us principles pertaining to eternal life
that we were entirely ignorant of hereto-
fore. It has put us in possession of
certainty in relation to the future, and
we always have confidence so long as
we are keeping the commandments of
God. We know for ourselves of the truth
of the doctrines that we believe in, be-
cause, having obeyed the Gospel, the
Spirit, which in Scripture is called the
gift of the Holy Ghost, has been imparted
unto us, and that Spirit does in the

latter days just as it did in former days—
it unfolds the things of God to those who
receive it and reveals to them the re-
lations they hold to each other and to
God and his Church and kingdom, not
only in this life but in that which is to
come; for we have entered into eternal
covenants. The covenants which men en-
ter into generally are of a transitory na-
ture, and pertain only to time, and when
time ceases with them these obligations
terminate. Our covenants, however, are
of another character. We enter into eter-
nal covenants with God to serve him
faithfully here on the earth, and then we
expect to be associated with him in the
heavens. Having entered into covenants
of this kind we feel that there are cer-
tain responsibilities and obligations rest-
ing upon us, which it is our bounden duty
to perform. And then we consider that
there are certain duties which God has
laid upon us in relation to ourselves, to
those who have existed before us and to
those who shall come after us. Our reli-
gion is not something in which we alone
are personally concerned, but the mo-
ment people are put in possession of the
Spirit of God they begin to feel interested
about the welfare of others.

It would be a very hard thing for


