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nunnery, if I were a woman, or in a
monastery if I were a man; and I would
not think it very exalting to be a hermit,
and to live by myself in a poor miser-
able way. I should not think there was
anything great or good associated with
that, while everything around, the trees,
birds, flowers and green fields, were so
pleasing, the insects and bees buzzing
and fluttering, the lambs frolicking and
playing. While everything else enjoyed
life, why should not we? But we want
to do it correctly and not pervert any of
these principles that God has planted in
the human family. Why, there are some
people who think that the fiddle, for in-
stance, is an instrument of the devil and
it is quite wrong to use it. I do not
think so, I think it is a splendid thing
to dance by. But some folks think that
we should not dance. Yes, we should en-
joy life in any way we can. Some people
object to music. Why music prevails in
the heavens, and among the birds! God
has filled them with it. There is nothing
more pleasing and delightful than it is to
go into the woods or among the bushes
early in the morning and listen to the
warbling and rich melody of the birds,
and it is strictly in accordance with the
sympathies of our nature. We have no
idea of the excellence of the music we
shall have in heaven. It may be said
of that, as one of the Apostles has said
in relation to something else—"Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it
entered into the heart of man, to con-
ceive of those things which are prepared
for those who love and fear God." We
have no idea of the excellency, beauty,
harmony and symphony of the music in
the heavens.

Our object is to get and cleave to
everything that is good, and to reject
everything that is bad. One reason
why religious people in the world are

opposed to music and theaters is because
of the corruption that is mixed up with
them. Wicked and corrupt men associate
themselves with these things, and de-
grade them; but is this any reason that
the Saints should not enjoy the gifts of
God? Is that a correct principle? Cer-
tainly not. It is for them to grasp at
everything that is good, and calculated
to promote the happiness of the human
family.

I remember the time very well, and
many of you do, when we used to com-
mence our theatrical amusements here
by prayer. We do not do so much of it now.
This practice is put to one side. I suppose
one was right and the other is right. I
merely speak of these things. All our acts
should be sanctified to God. You know
that we are in the habit of having par-
ties occasionally. I will give you my ideas
about some of them. I have attended one
or two lately, and I think we are running
rather wild, and that we do not act as
much like gentlemen and ladies as we
should, nor quite as much like Saints as
we ought to do. I think there is a great
deal of impudence and pertness, a great
amount of interfering with other people's
rights in these places, and I think that
we need correcting, that is, in our Ward.
I do not know how it is here in yours.
Perhaps you do better here. I am speak-
ing of things as I see them. I think we
ought to elevate everything of this kind
to its proper standard. We ought not to
intrude upon or take advantage of any-
body, even in amusements. When this is
not observed, I will tell you what it leads
to: it leads to a separation in society, in-
ducing men and women who desire to be
polite, refined and courteous, to keep out
of the company of those who do not take
this course, and produces, if you please


