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can receive and dispose of them to his
name's glory.

We shall have to stop here. We
are going to adjourn our Conference,
though we have not said half what
we wish to say to you and to our-
selves, for we want to be co-workers
together. Now let me say to the
First Presidency, to the Apostles, to
all the Bishops in Israel, and to every

quorum, and especially to those who are
presiding officers, Set that example be-
fore your wives and your children, before
your neighbors and this people, that you
can say: "Follow me, as I follow Christ."
When we do this, all is right, and our
consciences are clear.

God bless you.
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I have, through upwards of forty
years' experience in the public ministry,
learned some few lessons in regard to
public speaking. In the first place I
know that the wisdom of man avails
but very little, and that our own judg-
ment, thoughts and reflections are not
what the Lord requires; but he does re-
quire, and has required, ever since the
rise of this Church, that his servants
should speak by the power of the Holy
Ghost. A revelation given to the El-
ders of this Church in the year 1831,
says, "My servants shall be sent forth
to the east and to the west, and to the
north and to the south, and they shall lift
up their voices and speak and prophesy
as seemeth me good; but if you receive
not the Spirit you shall not teach." This

is a commandment that the Lord gave
to his servants over forty years ago. I
have seen a few times from the com-
mencement of my ministry, when my
mind seemed to be entirely closed up,
and when what few words I could stam-
mer forth before a congregation, were al-
together unsatisfactory to my own mind,
and I presume to those who heard me.
But I do feel thankful to God that lately,
from year to year, he has favored me
with a liberty of utterance and with the
power and gift of the Holy Ghost. I ac-
knowledge his hand in this, for I know
it has come from him, and having ex-
perienced the two conditions of mind I
know the difference. I know that, not
only as public speakers, but as individ-
ual members of the Church of the living


