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acknowledge the propriety of my being
so. If I join the Methodist church, I have
a right to be a good Methodist, and to
submit to their discipline. If I join the
Baptist church I have a right to be a good
Baptist, and to submit to their discipline,
creed, laws and so on, for I join them
knowing that I ought to submit to them,
and as an honorable man I do so or leave
it.

Well, we stand here in a peculiar po-
sition, as before stated. We are here in
a religious capacity, and we are here in
a political capacity. As religionists our
faith is that God has spoken, and that
angels have ministered to men; that the
everlasting Gospel has been restored in
its fullness, simplicity and purity, as it
existed in Jesus's day. We believe in
Apostles and Prophets, and in the prin-
ciple of revelation—in God communicat-
ing with the human family. These things
were taught to us before we became
members of this Church, and we received
them as part and parcel of our faith, and
having faith in this system we obeyed it.
We believed in being baptized for the re-
mission of sins, and having hands laid
upon us for the reception of the Holy
Ghost. That is our faith, it has been
communicated to us by revelation, by the
opening heavens, by the voice of God, by
the ministering of holy angels, and by
the testimony of God's servants, as they
have gone forth through the world.

We also believe in having a
Priesthood—a ruling power to regu-
late and dictate, under the guidance
of the Almighty, the affairs of his
Church and kingdom upon the earth.
That is our faith, and it was taught
to us when we first listened to "Mor-
monism." Before we were baptized
into this Church we believed the men
whom we heard proclaim its princi-
ples were inspired by the Almighty,

and we pray to God for them daily now,
that the revelations of Heaven may be
unfolded to their view, and that the pur-
poses of God may be made plain to their
understanding, that they may be able to
instruct the people and lead them in the
way of life. This is our faith, and when
we talk about these things we do so un-
derstandingly, there is no halfway busi-
ness about it.

We meet here today in Conference,
believing in these principles. When we
talk about paying our tithing, we be-
lieve that it is the duty of all who ever
obeyed the Gospel of Jesus Christ to con-
tribute one-tenth of their increase to the
Lord. As Latter-day Saints we subscribe
to this, and we believe it is right to be
honest, and to show integrity in this as
in everything else. We believe in being
truthful, virtuous, pure and holy, and we
believe in keeping the commandments of
God in all things. This is part and parcel
of our religious faith and belief, and we
have, from time to time, of our own free
will, subscribed to these very principles
of which I have spoken; and we have held
up our hands time and time again to sus-
tain the authorities of the Church and
kingdom of God upon the earth. Having
said so much in regard to these things, I
desire, very briefly, to compare the posi-
tion that we occupy with that which oth-
ers occupy.

I have already told you that there
exists a variety of governments on the
earth, and that all men are expected to
be in subjection to the laws and usages
of the governments under which they
live. I have told you that in England
they have a limited monarchy. At the
present time a queen presides over their
destinies. How did she come to that of-
fice? She was born of royalty, and in-
herited it by lineal descent. The peo-
ple had no choice in the matter. She


