ZION—THE DUTY OF ITS CITIZENS—TESTIMONY.

it should be the aim of all lawmakers to
consult the best interests of the people
from whom they derive authority, or in
whose behalf they are called to act. It is
the duty of Latter-day Saints, and of all
good people to honor all laws and regu-
lations that are ordered for the freedom
of all flesh. And if there are people who
do not feel disposed to, or who cannot
receive the testimony of the Lord Jesus,
they are left with as much freedom to en-
joy the rights and privileges which are
accorded to them, as the children of God
on the earth, as though they did believe,
taking and suffering the consequences of
their own unbelief, which consequence
will be a failure to attain to the bless-
ings which are revealed, and which God
deigns to bestow upon the obedient and
faithful.

The word of the Lord unto all flesh
is, "Come unto me all ye ends of the
earth, and be ye saved. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for I am
meek and lowly of heart: and ye shall
find rest to your souls. For my yoke
is easy, and my burden is light." If any
doubt the yoke of Christ being easy and
his burden being light, let them try the
experiment, and demonstrate for them-
selves. If there are any either, within
or without the Church of Christ, who
feel his yoke to be heavy and galling,
and his burden not to be easy, I can in-
form them that they have not taken upon
themselves the yoke of Christ, they are
not bearing his burden, for they are not
meek and lowly of heart, they have not
learned their lessons correctly—how to
govern and control their own spirits by
the principles and spirit of the everlast-
ing Gospel. There is nothing in its na-
ture that is oppressive, galling or hard
to bear. In saying this I give the experi-
ence of my life, for it has been devoted
from my childhood to the contempla-
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tion of these glorious truths, with an
earnest endeavor to apply them practi-
cally unto myself, and I have demon-
strated them, and I speak that which I
know and have experienced, and most
assuredly believe and testify of them.
And many there are who believe this tes-
timony and are able to corroborate it;
and those who are not, and have not ex-
perienced it in their lives have the privi-
lege of doing so.

It is our duty to sanctify the Lord in
this land that he has given us for an in-
heritance, by observing, not only the law
of tithing, which is one means which he
has given us for that purpose, but by
observing every precept that emanates
from him, and living by every word that
proceeds from his mouth, not forgetting
the words of wisdom, which are designed
to improve us in a physical point of view,
to add strength to our bodies, lengthen
our lives, to increase our powers of en-
durance, and to increase the strength,
efficiency and power of the rising gener-
ation. Every institution which God has
established in our midst—social, politi-
cal and religious—is designed for our im-
provement, individually and collectively,
as a people and as families, to prolong
our lives and to increase our usefulness
and our ability for good in the earth; and
if we observe these principles and ap-
ply them diligently in our lives, pray-
ing earnestly with our families and in
secret to the Lord for wisdom in doing
so, our light will continue to shine, our
strength to increase and our influence
both at home and abroad, on the earth
and in the heavens, before God, angels
and good men, and the strength, union,
faith, light and purity of the lives of the
Latter-day Saints will be a terror to evil-
doers.

What can men do against the Lord,
and against the people who fear him



