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any knowledge of electricity, we thank
God for it. If we have any knowledge
of the power of steam, we will say it
came from God. If we possess any other
scientific information about the earth
whereon we stand, or of the elements
with which we are surrounded, we will
thank God for the information, and say
he has inspired men from time to time to
understand them, and we will go on and
grasp more intelligence, light and infor-
mation, until we comprehend as we are
comprehended of God. This is what we
are after. We are here to introduce cor-
rect principles upon the earth on which
we live; but we cannot do it any more
than any of these men can understand
the laws of nature, unless God reveals
them to us. The world is all confusion,
and men need the illuminating influence
of the Spirit of God.

We talk sometimes about our politi-
cal status, and think that we have been
dreadfully oppressed and crowded here.
Why, there are millions and millions
worse off in the United States than we
are today. We need not grunt much.
Besides, we expect that the wicked will
grow worse, deceiving and being de-
ceived. You Elders of Israel, have you
not prophesied about it? And if you
have, are you surprised that men begin
to expose themselves, and to manifest
the works of the devil in every form—
religiously, socially and politically, tram-
pling under foot every principle of honor
and integrity? Are you surprised at
it? I am not, I expect it, and I ex-
pect it to grow worse and worse. But
don't you think we have got over all our
difficulties. Not quite; not by a long
way. I expect things will grow worse
and worse. As we increase in power,
the power of Satan and his emissaries
will increase also. I expect that all
the time; but in the future God will

put the opposers of his cause and people
to shame, as he has done the wretches
now in our midst. I expect that he will
stand by Israel, maintain his kingdom,
uphold his people, and lead them on
from victory to victory, from strength to
strengh, from power to power, from intel-
ligence to intelligence, until "The king-
doms of this world shall become the king-
doms of our God, and his Christ; and
he shall reign forever and ever," until a
universal hosannah shall go up from the
nations of the earth, and "Blessing, and
glory, and honor, and power, and might,
majesty and dominion, shall be ascribed
to him who sits on the throne, and unto
the Lamb forever."

We are associated with these princi-
ples today. God is our God and our Fa-
ther. We approach him and we say: "We
thank thee, O God, our Father, for the
mercies thou hast vouchsafed to thy peo-
ple. We humble ourselves before thee,
because thou art our Father, and thy
mercy endures forever." This is the kind
of feeling we have when we feel right.

Well, we are here, and God is going to
build up his kingdom. He will do it, and
we need not trouble ourselves about out-
siders and their notions, or about foolish
men or their thoughts, practices and cal-
culations. It is a matter of very little
difference to us. God is at the helm—
he manages, he guides, he directs and
controls, he influences his people, and he
will continue to influence them. Well,
we are here, in the capacity, say, of a
kingdom, and people tell us that we are
different from anybody else. Of course
we are; we do not expect to be like oth-
ers. It is true that smoke goes out of
our chimneys, as out of the chimneys
of others, because it is a law of na-
ture. It is true that potatoes, wheat and
corn grow here as elsewhere. It is true


