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This was the statement of Jesus, and
it may account for the singular feeling
we see manifested among the children of
men towards us as a people. Men of abil-
ity and learning will come into our midst
and say, "You have a remarkably fine
country here, and you have exhibited
a large amount of intelligence, industry
and perseverance. We do not know any-
thing about your religion, nor about its
principles. We were inclined to think
unfavorably of it from the many reports
we heard abroad concerning you; but
now that we see your order, diligence,
perseverance, improvements, your beau-
tiful cities and villages, your railroads
and the various enterprises you have en-
gaged in; when we see your freedom from
the vices which generally prevail in the
world, we think there is something pe-
culiar about it, but what it is we do not
know." They cannot see the kingdom of
God—they have not been born of wa-
ter, that is the trouble with them. I
frequently talk with ministers of vari-
ous denominations on these subjects, but
they are as blind as bats—they do not
know anything about them. They can
talk about politics and history, and they
can discourse philosophically on various
branches of art and science, but when
you come to the kingdom of God they are
egregiously ignorant, and they fulfill the
words of Jesus, that no man can see that
kingdom unless he is born again.

Take a retrospective view of the his-
tory of this people. See their position
and the position of the Church and king-
dom of God, years ago and now, and
then look at the things to come; talk
of the kingdom as it was, as it is, and
as it will be. There is something great,
magnificent, and glorious to reflect
upon—something which every Latter-
day Saint, who has his mind lit up with

the Spirit, intelligence and revelation
which flow from God, admires; and he
feels to say in his heart, as one said in
former days: "Let this people be my peo-
ple, let their God be my God; where they
live let me live also, and where they die
let me be buried; and let me be their
associate and mingle with them in time
and in eternity." This is the kind of feel-
ing that the Spirit of God imparts to ev-
ery Latter-day Saint who lives his re-
ligion and keeps the commandments of
God.

We are engaged in a work that God
has set his hand to accomplish, and he
has made use of us as instruments, and
he will also use others who shall yet be
gathered, to build up his kingdom, and
to introduce correct principles of every
kind—principles of morality, social prin-
ciples, good political principles; princi-
ples relative to the government of the
earth we live in; principles of salvation
pertaining to ourselves and our progeni-
tors and to our posterity, and pertaining
to the world that was, that is and that is
to come; and as I said, he is using us as
instruments. It is true that we blunder
and stumble; it is true that we are sur-
rounded with all the weaknesses and in-
firmities of human nature, but with all
our weaknesses and foibles clinging to
us the Lord has called us from the na-
tions of the earth to be his co-adjutors
and co-laborers, his fellow workmen and
assistants, in rolling forth his purposes
and bringing to pass those things that
he designed before the world was. It
is true that the Lord made man per-
fect, but man has found out many in-
ventions, and he is very much degener-
ated, and is all the time prone to weak-
ness, corruption, folly and vanity, and
God knows it, and he knew it when he
selected us. But what could he do? He
could not select angels to associate with


