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him at all. If he has a hundred dollars
he can possibly pay ten. If he has a thou-
sand dollars he looks over it a little and
says, "I guess I will pay it; it ought to be
paid anyhow;" and he manages to pay his
ten dollars or his hundred dollars. But
suppose a man is wealthy enough to pay
ten thousand, he looks that over a good
many times, and says, "I guess I will
wait until I get a little more, and then
I will pay a good deal." And they wait
and wait, like an old gentleman in the
east; he waited and waited and waited
to pay his tithing until he went down, I
guess, to hell, I do not know exactly; but
he went to Hades, which we call hell. He
went out of the world, and this is the way
with a great many. They wait and con-
tinue waiting, until, finally, the charac-
ter comes along who is called Death, and
he slips up to them and takes away their
breath, then they are gone and cannot
pay their tithing, they are too late, and
so it goes.

Now this is finding fault with the
rich, and I am going to find fault with the
poor by and by. But if we will pay our
tithing we will be blessed; if we refuse
to do so the chastening hand of the Lord
will be upon this people, just as sure as
we are here. You may say I am threaten-
ing you. Take it just as you please. I do
not care. You may grease it and swallow
it, or swallow it without greasing, just as
you have a mind to. It is true, and we
will find it so.

Will the Latter-day Saints pay their
tithing? Will they keep the Sabbath day
holy? Will they deal justly with their
neighbors? In my own feelings I excuse
a great many naughty things that are
done in our midst. I know that men and
women brought up in different countries
come here with their prejudices, and

with the instincts which they have had
bred in and born with them, and which
have grown up with them; and many
of these traits of character are obnox-
ious to others brought up under other
circumstances. These traditions cling
to the people, and cause them to do
many things which they would not do if
they had been differently taught. Their
morals have not been looked after in
their youth and as prudently preserved
as they should have been. Children
should be taught honesty, and they
should grow up with the feeling within
them that they should never take a pin
that is not their own; never displace any-
thing, but always put everything in its
place. If they find anything seek for
the owner. If there is anything of their
neighbor's going to waste, put it where
it will not waste, and be perfectly hon-
est one with another. Take the world of
mankind and they are not overstocked
with honesty. I have proved that. In my
youth I have seen men, who were consid-
ered good, clever, honest men, who would
take the advantage of their neighbors
or workmen if they could. I have seen
deacons, Baptists, Presbyterians, mem-
bers of the Methodist church, with long,
solid, sturdy faces and a poor brother
would come along and say to one of them,
"Brother, such-a-one, I have come to see
if I could get a bushel of wheat, rye or
corn of you. I have no money, but I
will come and work for you in harvest,"
and their faces would be drawn down so
mournful, and they would say, "I have
none to spare." "Well, deacon, if you can
let me have one bushel, I understand
you have considerable, I will come and
work for you just as long as you say, un-
til you are satisfied, in your harvest field,
or haying or anything you want done."


