SAINTS SHOULD SUSTAIN THEMSELVES, ETC.

Lord, or that do their preaching and
praying for them. And this is done
by subscription, donation, and passing
the plate, hat or basket, but the word
"tithing" is frightful to them. 1 like
the term, because it is scriptural, and
I would rather use it than any other.
The Lord instituted tithing, it was prac-
ticed in the days of Abraham, and Enoch
and Adam and his children did not for-
get their tithes and offerings. You can
read for yourselves with regard to what
the Lord requires. Now do the Latter-
day Saints pay their tithing? They do
not. I want to say this much to those
who profess to be Latter-day Saints—If
we neglect our tithes and offerings we
will receive the chastening hand of the
Lord. We may just as well count on this
first as last. If we neglect to pay our
tithes and offerings we will neglect other
things, and this will grow upon us until
the Spirit of the Gospel is entirely gone
from us, and we are in the dark, and
know not whither we are going.

It is the duty of the Bishops to see
that their wards pay tithing. But we
have Bishops who are not reliable—men,
for instance, who will take tithing grain
when it brings a good price in cash, and
when good beef is bringing cash they are
so kind to their wards, and especially to
their sons, that if a son has got a par-
cel of wild horses on the prairies that
are not worth a yearling calf a head,
they will say to him, "Drive up your wild
horses, my boy, I will trade with you,
and let you have neat stock, yearlings,
or two years or three years old, or wheat
that is in the tithing bin, I will take
your horses. I will send down word to
the General Tithing office, that there are
so many horses here belonging to the
tithing office." Such horses are a curse
to us, or I can say they have been to
me as an individual. I have raised stock
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enough to supply this whole Territory, if
they had been taken care of. But they
were like the Indian's boy. The mis-
sionary had been telling him that if he
brought up a child in the way he should
go, when he was old he would not depart
from it. But the old chief has got it, just
about as it is, and said he, "Yes, bring
up a child, and away he goes;" and this
is the way the horses go. And as for the
neat stock, if any of it ever gets out of
my sight that I do not know where it is,
and cannot send and get it, I always cal-
culate that a thief will have it. I never
trouble myself to look after it, there are
too many men riding on the prairies with
their blankets behind them, and their
dinner in their blanket, and their las-
soes with them to hunt up all the stock
there is. This wild stock that is turned
in on tithing is a curse to us. And where
does the wheat go to? I am not disposed
to, but I could tell names of Bishops who
have taken our tithing wheat out of the
bins and it has been sold by them or their
families. And they have taken our stock
that we wanted here for beef to feed the
public lands, and traded it off for wild
horses. This is a pretty hard saying, but
it is true, and I could tell their names if I
were obliged to.

If the people will pay their tithing,
we will go and do the work that is re-
quired of us. It is very true that the
poor pay their tithing better than the
rich do. If the rich would pay their
tithing we should have plenty. The poor
are faithful and prompt in paying their
tithing, but the rich can hardly afford
to pay theirs—they have too much. If
a man is worth enough that he would
have a thousand dollars to pay, it pinches
him. If he has only ten dollars he
can pay one; if he has only one dollar
he can pay ten cents; it does not hurt



