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tithes and offerings, but in these last
days, there being none of the descen-
dents of Aaron that we know of in the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, to act in this capacity, we have
been under the necessity of choosing
other men to hold the authority which
his seed would hold if they were here in
our midst, and they have been set apart
for the purpose of looking after temporal
things, and to take or collect the tithing,
and see that it is properly managed and
appropriated to the uses for which it is
designed.

I know how quickly men, in look-
ing at "Mormonism," come to the con-
clusion that it is a system by which a
certain class will be benefited and built
up. I have heard men say that the "Mor-
mon" Elders had a pretty good thing of
it; that Brigham Young, as President of
the Church, had a very nice arrange-
ment, and that those who were leaders
in the Church had every reason for de-
siring to retain their position, imagin-
ing, of course—though I do not know why
such an imagination should be prompted
unless it was because they judged us as
they judged one another—that all the
means that is devoted by the people for
the payment of tithing is appropriated
by President Young and those associated
with him in conducting the affairs of the
Church.

Now I would not, as a speculation,
endure for one month, that which Pres-
ident Young has to pass through—the
care, responsibility, obloquy, and the
weight that rests upon him continually,
for the sake of the tithing alone, if I
could have it all. He would not, no other
man who is connected with this people
would. Why do they endure that which
they pass through? Because, by the
revelations of God, they know that God
has established his Church once more

in its fullness upon the earth, because
they know that angels have come from
heaven to earth, because they know that
the holy priesthood has been again be-
stowed upon man, with the authority
to administer in the ordinances of God's
house, as in ancient days; and because
this work is established by the com-
mandment of God, and they are called
by his command to labor in it. But
there is one advantage which this unbe-
lieving generation have over those which
have preceded us, and I think, in view
of the selfishness which prevails today
in the midst of mankind, it is a wise
provision. If there had been a tribe
set apart in this generation to receive
the tithing, I do not know but what
the people, universally almost, would
have rebelled against it. If there had
been a privileged class to receive the
tithing, the unbelief and selfishness of
man would have prompted them to find
great fault with it. But there is this pe-
culiarity about the work in these days—
not only do the people pay their tithing,
but the ministers of life and salvation
pay theirs—if they do not they should
do, and I believe they do—as punctually
as the humblest member of the Church,
from President Young down—his Coun-
selors, the Quorum of the Twelve, the
Bishops of the Church, every faithful
man pays his tithing, the highest in the
Church as well as he whose name is
scarcely known beyond the narrow cir-
cle in which he moves; and, instead of
the tithing going to sustain a class, as it
did in ancient days the tribe of Levi, or
the priests, it goes to build up the work
of God—to erect temples and in vari-
ous other ways. Thousands and thou-
sands of dollars have been spent in sus-
taining the poor, and there is no class
of men sustained in the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints by the


