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I have an anxiety to bear testimony
to the truth, though it is well known to
many of my friends and acquaintances
that it is not prudent for me to exer-
cise myself in this large hall, as I have
in days past. But I feel very anxious to
speak to my brethren and sisters and to
their families, to my friends and neigh-
bors, and the inhabitants of the earth,
concerning the Christian religion. I feel
thus many times when I am not able to
do so, but I desire at this time to bear
testimony to the Gospel—the plan of sal-
vation, to the holy Priesthood, that the
Lord has revealed in the latter days. I
admit at once, without any argument at
all, that the whole human family are pos-
sessed more or less of truth; they have
a great many very excellent and pure
ideas, beliefs, faiths and sentiments, the
adoption of which in their lives would
promote truth and overcome error, sin
and iniquity in their midst, and cause
joy and peace to fill the hearts of individ-
uals, families, neighborhoods, cities and
nations.

Sometimes we take the liberty
of defining the religions of the day,
known under the general name of
Christianity. We have heard some-
thing of this, this afternoon; and

with regard to the philosophy of that
religion, we admit the truth of it. All
have truth, all have good desires—that
is to say, as people and as communi-
ties. There may be individuals who do
not possess these principles, but there
are many in all communities of the earth
professing Christianity who wish, in re-
ality, to know the truth, and to embrace
it in their creeds, and most of them de-
sire most fervently that the professors of
this Christianity should live according to
pure and holy principles. This we admit,
and a few of this number have received
the Gospel.

When I speak of the Gospel in this
sense, I mean the fullness of the Gospel
of the Son of God as it has been re-
vealed in our day. I do not refer to
the Gospel as a mere historical knowl-
edge of the Savior and his Apostles,
and their doings upon the earth, but of
the power of God unto salvation. And
when I contemplate the human fam-
ily in their present condition, and espe-
cially Christendom, I think what a pity
it is that we Christians cannot see far
enough and understand enough to be
willing that every truth should take ef-
fect on the minds of the people, for ev-
ery truth that is taught, believed and


