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gion which has been revealed for our
salvation, and which we have received.
While I have visited the cities of the
East, I have observed that a great
amount of means has been expended
in the construction and ornamenting of
churches and edifices for public wor-
ship. Every city, every village is beau-
tified with magnificent buildings, stately
domes, elegant spires, erected in honor
and for the purpose of religion, and I
have reflected upon the influence of this
religion upon the minds of a community.
In visiting friends I found many who are
professors of religion, who seem to have
an utter disregard for any forms of wor-
ship whatever, and who totally neglect
prayer in the family and grace at the ta-
ble. I am not aware, of course, whether
or not this is general among Christians;
but I notice among the Latter-day Saints,
that it seems to be very natural to
be slothful and negligent and careless
in relation to our everyday, simple du-
ties. We may build temples, erect stately
domes, magnificent spires, grand towers,
in honor of our religion, but if we fail
to live the principles of that religion at
home, and to acknowledge God in all our
thoughts, we shall fall short of the bless-
ings which its practical exercise would
ensure.

While the Sacrament is passed
around, and we take the emblems of
our Savior's death and suffering, and
realize the sacrifice which he made for
our salvation, we should ask ourselves,
Do we remember him in all things? Do
we acknowledge his hand in the provi-
dences with which we are surrounded?
Do we call upon him in our families
and in secret? Or do we neglect our
duties, do we miss praying with our
families in the morning, and have not
time to do so in the evening, and are in

such a hurry that we cannot even ask his
blessing upon our food, and cannot take
time to attend meeting on the Sabbath,
nor afford to devote the day to rest, med-
itation and study? Let us also ask these
questions of ourselves, Are we honorable
in our relations with each other? Do we
do by our neighbor as we would that he
should do unto us? Are we just in our
dealings? Are we honoring those princi-
ples of morality which alone can prepare
us to inherit celestial glory? Brethren
and sisters, if we ask ourselves these
questions, and, after examining our con-
duct and career, can answer them hon-
estly and truthfully in the affirmative,
then we may partake of the bread and
water in the presence of our heavenly
Father worthily. If, on the other hand,
we have been negligent and careless, we
should repent, for repentance is our first
duty.

Since I last saw you, I have vis-
ited the scenes of my childhood, and the
place of my birth, after an absence of
about forty years. My ideas of right
and wrong were formed there; my as-
sociations with the people, up to fifteen
years of age, were such as to give deep
and strong impressions of their charac-
ter, and of the principles by which they
were governed. I cannot say that my
visit was without its painful character.
Forty years sweep from the face of the
earth more than a generation. I un-
derstand statisticians to estimate that
thirty-three years carry as many souls
from the earth as dwell on it at one
time. I went into my native town af-
ter forty years' absence, and inquired for
those who were the businessmen in my
boyhood, for the magistrates, ministers,
merchants, farmers and mechanics with
whom I was acquainted then. Where
were they? Nearly all dead; a very
few of the old faces, like ancient oaks,


